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Geronimo was here, and the famous Quanah 
Parker, Satanta, and Satank. The Horse-drawn 
Half Regiment and the Buffalo Soldiers 
stilt appear - elegant, valiant, strong. The 
buffalo still roam the green expanses, and the 
eagle soars to its home here, as it’s done for 
hundreds of years. In Lawton Fort Sill, you’ll 
find the chapters and spaces of American 
frontier history waiting for you to explore. 
A thriving community where you can travel 
through meaningful time and beautiful, 
natural space.. . at your own pace. 
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Fort Sill 

Cfia-mS&r 



www.lawtonfortsilkhamber.com 


629 SW C Avenue 
Lawton, OK 73501 
580.355.3541 ■ 800.872.4540 




Fooi/^ Fufu C/assic Cars\ Hot Rods Fvetything for a Road Trip Flits 

Visual and Perfonning Arts • Museums • Mansions y Memorials O 


ec/tons 


Ponca City Tourism •. 420 E. Grand Avenue Ponca City, OK 7460'1; 

(866)763-8092 Toll-Free www.poncacitytourism.com 










EASY STREET 



As you explore the Mother Road, he sure to check out TuLul a surprising stop where fun comes easy. Discover the vast venues of slwppin^^ and dining, 
and music under the stars. A siate-of-thc-art pianetariunr classy casinos, golfing, hiking, watersports, rodeo, deco, and world class museums. Ifs all 



take in a hall ^ame, visit Americas Favorite Zoo, he dazzled by a Broadway production, or theater 
here in Tulsa, a bright spot in the middle of a long road, www.visiitulsa^com I L800.558J31I 
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And, it’s mighty fun. Cruise the mile-long canal in Bricktown — 
the hottest entertainment district in the Southwest. Then^ see 
the massive collection of Chihuly glass at the Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art And, for a taste of western spirit, visit the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. You’re sure to 
see Oklahoma City looks mighty fun, too. After all, they don’t 
say ‘‘Get your kicks on Route 66” for nothing. 



Our brand of western hospitality. 






CALL 1-800-225-5652 OR VISIT WWW.VISITOKC.COM 




K1MBAK£R TIM JE5SELL 




Hit the Road 


0 highway I travel, do you aay to me Do not leave me7 Do you say 
Venture not— if you leave me you are lost?’ — Walt Whitman 


JULY - AUGUST 2006 VOLUME 56, NUMBER 4 


On the cover; Oklahoma Toda/s mascot, the fun-loving and advanturesome buffalo, cruises 
the Mother Road in a vintage Corvette, courtesy Tim Jesseif, an award-winning illustrator 
from Stillwater. To buy the Oklahoma Today poster, see page 91 . 


Culture 


Five writers diwy up die Mother Road 
and dive in fora lesson in road skills. Plus, 
the VInita Summer Fest Car Show hosts 
GTOs and Corvettes, and Fran ko mas 
new owners dish. 


Shane Brown brings the men and women 
of Route 66 to life in this photographic 
portfolio with an essay by Michael Wallis. 
Also, Route 66 historian Jim Ross giv^ 
us his top ten travel dps. 


[n a prelude to our Route 66 portfolio, Kent 
Lee Havtfkins conjures images of long-ago 
travelers on the Mother Road. Ajid don't 
miss learning the lingo with our snappy 
glossary of highway terms. 



Steffie Corcoran visits the Deep Fork Tree 
Farm in Aacadia and finds that the Round 
Barn isnt the only attraction ’round town. 
Don’t forget to plan a visit to the new 

Linnaeus Teaching Garden in Tulsa. 


There’s nothing more Route 66 than road 
food, and wc’vc got it covered in “Todays 
Special ” our roundup oi Mother Road 
good eats. Ever heard of onion burgers? 
Got those, too. 


Outside 
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Contributors 


I T TAKES A special understanding of I 
Okialioma to capture the essence of | 
Route 66 and its people in a s ingle frame, p 
For photography of diis caliben Okkhama 
Today looked to Skanc Brown. ‘^Traveling 
Route 66 is about die distractions. You have 
to take your time ” says Brown, a Skiarook 
native currently working on his MFA at 
OU. Browns first portfolio for Oklahoma 
Today^ “Plains Spoken” appeared in the 
Seprember/October 2004 issue and received 
the top award for magazine photography at 
Oklahomas Society of Professional Journal- 
ists awards in April 2006 and the silver for 
photography at the IRMA conference in 
San Ajifonio in September 2005. His latest 
work appears throughout this issue and in 
“Linear Village'" (page 34). 
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H OW CLOSE I get to my mind s- 
eye image in a final painting is 
one definition of success for me. 
TTis piece is a success,” says artist Tim 
Jessell of the spirited buffalo illustration 
that lacks off “On the Road” (page 18). 
Jcsscll, a Stillwater resident who numbers 
Kerr- McGee, Motorola, and Southwest 
Airlines among his many clients, has been 
named Ad week magazines I llustrator of the 
Year. His childrens book credits include 
the Secrets of Droon series and Zilpha 
Keatley Snyders Newber}^ Honor Book 
The Witches of Worm. Wlien not at the 
drawing board, Jcssell spends time coach- 
ing his three children s sports teams and 
is an avid falconer. 


C OMING BACK TO Oklahoma 
Today the second-best decision 
[ Ve made this year. The best deci- 
sion was getting married,” says Brian C, 
Brown (with wife Katie), who rejoined the 
Oklahoma Today staff for his second term 
as advertising director in March. Beginning 
in 1994, Brown, Oklahoma Todays first- 
ever advertising director, developed the 
department from the ground up, increasing 
ad revenues some 400 percent in six years 
in the position. For Brown, selling ads for 
the July /August 2006 issue was exciting. 
“ 1 raveling Oklahomas Route 66 was a real 
adventure. Ihe mystique of the Mother 
Road is hard to explain ” he says. “You 
just have to experience it for yourself.” 
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200S. mG. im im mt ims Katk AwhJ for Ikat M^tk 
lllusinitioni 2005 San T'mjidi^ I loriorjjy lYibticiiioiis for Best 
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7'here are curves a woman shouldn’t have. 


fee: 
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Many women believe nothing can be done to treat their scoliosis* 

But the truth is, effective treatment does exist* Under the direction 
of Alexis R Shelokov, M.D*, the Baylor Scoliosis Center is one of a 
handful of centers in the country specializing in advanced techniques 
for spinal reconstructive surgery* The result: We’re giving scoliosis 
an extreme makeover. 






(^BAYLOR 


Scoliosis Center 


Our flame burns brighr 


Baylor Regional Medical Center at Plano 
47f»f> Alliance Blvd. Plano, *I"X 75095 


888.781.5558 972.985*2797 


Phy«i(ri(ui» cre mcinbcn cif the medial ituff M oT Biiyl^r Hiidith Ciitc System « Aubskfiftiy, mmtnMti iry uf {niTiliAtfad in^dirdl «;efitjcni hikI 

jrc tMfithcT employ CCS mx N|^tK thme meJkicI eenum^ Bdylfir tlc^tuiiid Mpdkal C^cittet «r Baylui Moilth Caic Sy»tciti. C£^C^ 
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Editor's Letter 


"As anybody dispensing hospitality* gasoline, meat loaf* curios, and pecks in the snake pits out on 
the open road knows, you need a gimmick to get the traveler to stop." - Wash's 


Red Dirt Route 

There s a new big daddy on the Mother Road. 



T he MISTING RAIN and field 
ofsloppy red mud only added 
to the atmosphere. In (act, it 
looked like a high-spirited, 
no-holcb-barred wiescling event 
could have been staged just afterward. But 
most of us were dressed in business casual, 
with low-slung heels digging deep into rhe 
soil and polished wingtips quickly getting 
crusty round the edges. It was a good thing 
the organizers had thought of every detail. 

And wouldnt we expect that? It was the 
groiiJidbreaking in early May for POPS, en- 
trepreneur Aubrey McClendon and architect 
Rand Elliotts new high -style convenience 
store and gas station in Arcadia, a town on 
the move. This litde Route 66 slice of heaven 
seems to have become a regular McClen- 
donville, a once unassuming hamlet more 
and more synonymous with the oil mans 
personal passions* Tliere, McClendon {think 
Chesapeake Energy) also has built the Deep 
Fork Tree Farm (page 64) and purchased just 
about every available plot of land. 

What was so remarkable about this pre- 
sentation and casual lunch — picture this: a 
podium, snazzy speakers, and loads of pizza, 
all under a big cent girded by potted shrubs, a 
plank to walk across the mud pit, and several 
umbrella- to ting chauffeurs — \vas the genuine 
air of enthusiasm surrounding what will surely 


become an unqualified hit on the Mother 
Road* a sixty-six- foot-high, neon-lit soda pop 
bottle aside a super-modern convenience store 
stocked as much with concept as dry goods. 
And the facility already has significant street 
cied. McClendon and FJliott have collaborated 
repeatedly in Oklahoma City to make Western 
Avenue and the north shore of the Oklahoma 
River the talk of the town 
Packed underneath this tent at 
twenty-odd tables were a few 
squirming toddlers sipping 
custom POPS orange soda, 
one very busy Centennial 
Commission executive director 
(Blake Wade), one respected 
builder (James Pickel), a mayor 
(Arcadias Marilyn Murrell), a Route 66 
savant (Jim Ross), a youthful Route 66 icon 
(Rock Cafe owner Dawn Welch), and dozens 
of well-wishers and road warriors, 

Michael Wallis gave us a story-filled keynote 
in his warm, friendly baritone* “POPS will 
insrandy be right up thereon everyoncs ‘must 
scop' list, along with the nearby Round Barn, 
the smiling Blue Whale, Ed Galloways Totem 
Pole, and the Coleman Theatre,” he said* 
The guest list had gravitas for sure, and 
all things considered, this lone ceremony 
was enough to make anyone believe that 
an outdated, cactywampus highway, strung 


mm 


Mam Street 
1926-2006 




Road Work 

SEVEN THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
RIGHT NOW ABOUT ROUTE 66 

Old is good: Oklahoma has more miles of Route 66 
than any other state, and of those 400 Oklahoma 
miles, eighty-one afe actual first-generation road. 
In June, Michael Wallis of Tulsa made his Hollywood 
debut in Cars, the Disney-Pixar f ilm set in f ictitos 
Radiator Springs on the Mother Road. 

•The City of Tulsa is about to invest $15 
million on twenty Route 66 projects across 
the city. 

• Oklahoma City’s Route 66 Park near Lake 
■ Overholser opened this May. 

In January, Route 66 achieved Oklahoma 
State Scenic Byway status. 

• Expert alert: Jim Ross of Arcadia is the first and last 
word on Route 66 history. Trust him. 

• The 2007 National Route 66 Festival will he held 
in Clinton June 21-24 and expects to bring tens 
of thousands of visitors to the state. This year, 
the international event was held in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 


together eighty years ago by a powerful 
committee of self-interested (though civic- 
minded) businessmen could be the next big 
thing. But rhe fact is, ceremonies just like this 
one have been cropping up road-wide for the 



EDITOR'S LETTER 
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Letters 


"Horses are smarter t)tan people. You never heard of a horse going broke betting on people.'— Wf 11 Rogers 


Casino Royale? 

Tribal gaming gets attention. 


Games of Chance 

Indian casinos have scarred the landscape 
of our beautiful state and contribute to, 
not reduce, the poverty of many Native 
American families* Now Oklahoma Today 
chooses to recognize and even celebrate this 
travesty (“Games of Chance,” May/June 
2006). Entering our home state from any 
direction is now a sad sight. We will not 
be renewing our subsertprion. 

Gary Folsom 

Georgetown, Texas 

Indian Enlightenment 

Thank you for featuring the Chickasaw 
Nation in the May/June 2006 edition of 
Oklahoma Today. It was an eye-opening 
read, and my understanding of American 



Oklahoma Today readers, employees, and 
contributors know the road. Before you take 
to it, first dip this little list. WeVe whittled it 
down to the most essential Oklahoma Route 
destinations, bar none. Then, as they say, 
'er up! 




• Blue Whale in Catoosa 

• Coleman Theatre in 
Miami 

inkoma in Sapufpa 
National Route 66 
Museum in Elk City 

• 1930 Phillips 66 gas 
station in Chandler 

• Okiahoma Route 66 
Museum in Clinton 

• Oklahoma Slate 
Capitol 

The musicians at the 

Sandhills Curiosity Shop 


• Rock Cafe in Stroud 

• Round Barn in Arcadia 

• Sandhills Curiosity 
Shop in Erick 

• Totem Pole in Foytl 

• Will Rogers Memorial 
in Claremore 


Indian tribes has grown. The opportuni- 
ties for growth and personal development 
through creating infrastructure like roads 
and hridges for all Oklahomans as well as 
services to tribal members are an incredible 
testament to their government* 1 agree with 
their television commercials — ’'United We 
Thrive” is more than a catch-phrase* 

Rob Crissinger 

Yukon 


Left Behind 

1 would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for the wonderful article on 
the Chickasaw Nation (“Getting It Right,” 
May/June 2006). 

Its nice to know the amount of money 
the tribe is bringing in and how much sup- 
port and help 1 am receiving as a member 
of the tribe. 

Only one problem — ^you didn’t dig 
deeply enough, Tm nor receiving any type 
of support or help from the tribe since I 
live in Albuquerque, New Mexico* It ap- 
pears the only way to get any support is 
to move to Oklahoma and go to work for 
the tribe. Then theyTI pay for my schooling 
and my childrens clothes and help me get 
a house. However, since Vm sixty-three, I 
don’t figure they’ll hire me* My children are 
grown and I own my home here, so I guess 
I won’t be eligible for anything. But they 
sure wanted to count me in the number 
of registered members* 

Tm very proud of my Chickasaw heritage, 
but I wish there was a way that those of us 
who don’t live in the area could share in 
the newfound wealth and services. I didn’t 
register with the tribe for what I could get 
out of it* I just get tired of reading about 
everything the tribe is doing for its members 
when I know there are a lot of us who aren’t 
getting anything* 

Just a little food for thought* 

Lynda Becker 

Albuquerque, New Mexicx3 



Antique Shop Times Four 

While on my rounds of visiting downtown 
businesses this week, I was told by an antiques 
dealer that she had been visited by someone 
utilizing a “Great Finds” publication (The 
Oklahoma Today Guide to Great Finds), She 
was tickled about that but dismayed to see 
only two shops listed for Cushing, and one 
of those has been out of business for well 
over a year* As I say, she was tickled to know 
Cushing was listed, and so am I* 

Just for the record, there are currently four 
good andquc/collecttble antique shops in 
downtown Cushing as well as a live theater 
and a first-run movie theater. 

Thanks for including Cushing in your 
magazine. 

Rick Reiley, Executive Director 

Downtown Cushing Main Street 

‘We hope the 
Runnymede will 
be a drawing 
card for tourists 
and historians.’ 


—Fran Bmnsteter 
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Editors Note: We love Cushing for weekend 
antiquing. And were gind your visiting shoppers 
efijoyed our guide, puhiished with the jmmrylFeh- 
nutrylQQ^ issue. Unfortunately space camtmints 
prohibited us from including idl of Okkhomds 
wondetfid shops. As eifer^ we always recomtrmid 
that readers do some legumk before setting out 
an adt^enture. When it comes to antiques stom 
in partkularj its imperative to call ahead: To 
quote our Great Finds ptide, "Store ownen 
may shut down for an acquisition excunion or 
an extended vacation. They niay even close their 
doors permanently on short notice. “ 

Alva Pride and Joy 

On page 80 of the May/June 2006 issue 
of Oklahortui Today is a good piaure of the 
Runny mede Hotel in Alva, recently restored 
by our Rujinymede Committee. We hope the 
Runnymede v^^ijJ be a drawing card for tourists 
and historians as it stands maiestioilly on the 
norcheast corner of our downtown square, 

Fran Bmnsteter 

Alva 


Oktafioma Fotfay welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must include 
name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, 120 North 
Robinson, Suite 600. Oklahoma City, OK 73102, 
or fax to (405) 230-6650. Address efectronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatodayxom. 
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OLD town 
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GetYour Kicks in 

Elk City ! 
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Year-Round Family, fun / 


National Route 66 Museum • Farm & Ranch Museum 

I, 15 i 

Old Town Museum • Christmas in the F^rk • Shopping 

-dly ^ L' ^liSter CitY 

13 Community Theatre • National Route 66 Tnanajorntlon 

Butler 13^ 

Museum • Ackley Pa rk ’Lake Elk City* Golf & Country Club ^ 

Route 66 Pr|ve-in • Plentiful Dining ‘ Centennial Carousel 

Weatherforc 






www.elkcity.com • (580) 225-3230 
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CHRISTOPHER LEE Crt^OPHER 


Marketplace 


“We have a lot of people who come back on a yearly basis just to visit the gift shop." 

— Pot Smithy director o/ the Ohicihoma Houte 66 Museum in Clinton 


Mother Load 


By Victoria Stone 


The Oklahoma Route 66 Museum Gift Shop celebrates the old road. 





66 TICKS 


Kids of all ages can drive in style with 
this collectible coy. Only 5,004 models were 
made of this 1948 pedal car stake truck hank, 
and each comes individually numbered with 
a certificate of authenticity. Will Rogers 
Highway Route 66 bank, $30* 


From Illinois to California and every stare 
in between, this Route 66 clack will keep 
you up to date with the shields of all eight 
stares* $30. Oklahoma Route 66 Museum, 
2229 West Gary Boulevard in Clinton* 
(580) 323-7866 or route66*org* 


The holidays may be a few months away, 
but if youVe looking for a keepsake to set 
you apart from other Route 66 enthusi- 
asts, color your season with this vibrant 
ornament celebrating the ^Main Street of 
America.” $6.50. 



Capture your own piece of nostalgia 
with a Route 66 Oklahoma sign. This col- 
lectible reproduction of the old-style 66 
tin sign celebrates the Oklahoma portion 
ot Americas Highway and adds vintage 
flair to any room. $13. 


Its a T-shirt thing. Among many at the 
Oklahoma Route 66 Museum gift shop, this 
tee in midnight blue displays the OldaJioma 
portion of the famous high%vay and is suit- 
able for any road warrior at heart* Get Your 
Kicks T-shirt, $12. 


Dont have time to head out to the open 
road but still want to show your allegiance? 
Bring a little Route 66 flair to your own 
backyard and show the neighbors how you 
rule the roost widi this hanging Route 66 
license plate bird feeder, $25* 
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KANSAS 




The laa^f the Oklahoma Rs^ 66 ^ 

museum diret^r Pat Sn^ - , 

' and volunteers Waiida Jofinsim andMary 
Ha rl — sh o w off Mother Road mefnarabilia at 
^the fadtity’s gift shopt wridefy considered the ^ 
^'est on America's Higliway. 








OUR 60TH BIRTHDAY AND YOU G 




STAY AT 
BEST WESTERN 
HOTELS IN 
OKLAHOMA AND 
RECEIVE THE 
FAIRLY ODDPARENTS 
$50 TRAVEL CARD 
TOWARD YOUR NEXT 
FAMILY VACATION. 


For 60 years, you’ve included Best Western* in your family's summer 
vacations. To say thanks the Best Western hotels of Oklahoma are 
offering this lintited edition $50 Best Western TVavel Card™ Besides 
looking great, it works like cash at over 4,200 hotels in over 
80 countries, including the 41 hotels in Oklahoma. 

To get yours, stay 6 nights at any Best Western hotel between June 4th 
and August 19th. Simply register for this offer before your first stay 
and join our FREE guest rewards program, Gold Crown Club* 
Intemationall For reservations, call or visit us online 
and use promotion code SUM06. 

bestwestemOklahoma.com/summer 
1.800.338.8163 


SIXTY YEARS OF CARING, 

1946 I 2006 


Acfa 

Akus 

Ardmore 

Atoka 

Bartlesville 

Blackwell 

Brokeri Arrow 

ChFckasha 


Oaremor® 

Durant 
Ecfmond 
El Reno 
Elk City 
Enid 

Glenpooi (Tul» Area) 
Grove 


Guthrie 

Uwton 

McAlestef 

Miami 

Midwest City 
Oklahoma City (3) 

Oklahoma City Area {Moore] 


Okmulgee 
Owasso (Tulsa Area) 

Perry 

poteau 

Sallisaw 

Sand Springs (Tulsa Area) 
Stillwater 


Stroud 
Tahlequah 
Tulsa (3) 

Tul^a Area (Jenks) 
Weatherford 
West Slloam Springs 
Yukon (Oklahoma Gty Area) 


02006 ViacoiTi Inc. All righti r«orv«d. Nickfllodoon^ The Fairly OddPafents end dll related titles, b^os and diaraclens are trademarks erf Viacom btemationel, Inc 
The Fairly OddParents created by Butch Hartman. Offer valid for Gold Crown Club Intemationfll {‘GCCr) rr^mbers residing In the US, Canada and the CarCbbean Islands only. 
See www.golda'Owndub-Com. Complete any 6 qualifled nights stays before 8/1Y/06. Quail lied stay Is any stay M a qualin^ rate (eligible for GCCI pomft5/mlles!l- One Travel Card 
per member. Travel Card will be marled ?n GCCI member at address diown in mernbor pr^le within 6 weeks foll^^ing 6th nlghi stayed. Reiidenits of Cana^ earn a SSOCAD 
Travel Card. See www.bestwesterTTtfavelcard.com for edditkmai terms. Other restnctions may apply Promatjon ends alter coDerdble Travel Card supply Is depleted. GCCI is 
owned anid pperated by 0W GCCh Inc^ a wholly owned subsidiary of Best Western btemational, Inc. Best Vfestern hotels are independeiiitly owrved and operated. Best Western 
and the Best Western marks are service rruirks or registered sarvice marks of Best Western InTemstlonBi Inc. '0200& Best Western Intemational Inc. All rights reserved. 




From a classic Chevy like this 
red number to a brdlfi^evv&^l 
any vehicle is welcome 
for top honors at theW^o^ummei 
Fest Car Show. Ra^TO m |ifue 
drawings arem^ded perk for 
participants, yng can enter for $10 
before July 30 an^S'afferwards.' 


What says Rou^6^ like a car show? 
Vinita hosting notto 50 missed. 


CONTENTS 


Destination Now 

A Vinita car show 

15 

wnattoDoWith$77 

Spmd it at Frankonut. 

16 

Hot Spot 

A ttoo-saven Tuba drive-in 

17 

On ttie Road 

Sectimt h^sectimiifitfe writers 

18 


n^ang Sally, tliink you better slow your mustang down," 
— WifsoH Ficker^ ''Afusrang 


tah mi the Mothei^ Umtd. 


SYOUR ride measure liji? Find 

I out at the Vinita Summer Fest Car 
Show. Oh August 5, the city’s North 
Park, right off Route 66, will be ablaze with 
chrome wheels, sky-high tail fins, and paint 
jobs that would make James Dean weep. 

Car buffs can expect to see about three 
hundred pieces of automotive eye candy 
roll in from all over the state, ranging from 
classic ’57 Chevys and GTOsto customized 
hot rods. 

“There’s a lot of work put into them, and 
the guys love to talk about them,” says Dennis 
Patrick, cbaiiman of the event, president of 
the Vinita Chamber of Commerce, and co- 
owner of the famous Clanton’s Cafe. 

Prizes are awarded in three categories, 
with trophies going to the top fifty cars, ten 


trucks, and five motorcycles. The Rebels 
Car Club of Miami conducts the judging, 
and then the cars take off down the Mother 
Road, with police escort, to strut their stuff 
throughout downtown. 

There’s no cost to come check out these 
tricked-out classics, and with food vendors 
and a DJ spinning tracks dating back to the 
fifties, this show is the quintes^ntial Route 
66 experience of food, fun, and American 
heavy metal. —Megan Rossman 

The Vinita Summer Fest Car Show begins 
on Augusts at 2 p.m. at North Park. TheRoute 
66 Cruise kicks off at 6:36 p.m., following 
the judging at 6 p.m. For more information, 
contact the Vinita Chamber of Commerce 
at (918} 256-T133 or vinitaxom. 
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Pass the Plate 

Trankoma!s new owners are fired up about pottery. 



T HKIIH ISNT A more delectable a>lleaiblc on Route 66 than Frankoma Pottery in 
SapuIpaH Ihis 80,000-square-foot facility serves as the companys manufacturing 
plant and retail outlet, producing anywhere from five hundred to two thousand pieces 
of pottery per day. Frankoma still follows the ethos of founder John Frank, who started the 
company in 1933, using Oklahoma day mined from nearby Sugar Loaf Hill. 

Expect CO find more than your grandmas din netware at Frankoma, Owners Det 
and Crystal Merryman^ — who purchased the company in July 2005—have added six 
dinnerware lines to the seven mainstay collections. All Frankoma pottery is hand- 
made using Oklahoma clay, resulting in terra cotta dishes that are dishwasher 
and refrigerator safe, microwavable, and ovenproof The bakeware cooks so 
evenly that celebrity chel Paula Deen uses the Mountain Air collection 
on her Food Network show, PauLfis Home Cooking. Like good deals? 
The retail outlet features a second-run room stocked with heavily 
discounted merchandise with minor imperfections. 

— Brooke Adcox 

Frankoma offers free factory tours between 1 0a.m. and 3 fi.m. Monday 
through Friday. Reservations are recommended. Hours of operation are 9 
a. m. to 5 p. m. Monday through Saturday. 9549 Frankoma Road in Sapulpa. 
(918) 224-55 1 1 or fran koma. co m . 

Everything old is new again. Collectors who covet tiie new Mountain Air line or the tried-and- 
true Wagon Wheel pattern will find thousands of hits on eBay, where Frankoma Is one of the 
most frequently traded items. 
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Hot Spot 


Fresh-Air Film 

This summer, try a movie the 
old-fashioned way, at the historic 
Admiral Twin in Tulsa. 
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F orget sticky floors and 

screaming in fonts in the next seat* 
The Admiral Twin Drive-In in 
Tulsa is the perfect open-air alternative to 
moviegoing at a crowded local mall* 

I The theater has captivated patrons 
since it opened in 1951 as the Modern 
I Aire DrivC'ln with a single screen. It was 
later christened the Admiral Twin after a 
second screen was added at some point 
during the next several years. 

This T-Town landmark just north of 
Route 66 has room for a thousand cars, 
j Outside food and beverages are permit- 
ted* and two rear concession stands also 
offer popcorn, hot dogs, nachos, and 
all the big-screen standards. When the 
sun sets* the silver screen comes to life 
with a double feature of the seasons 
biggest blockbusters. 

'Tt s laid back. Folks can come in what- 
ever they re dressed iOs pajamas or whatever” 
says Blake Smith, vice president of Select 
Cinemas, which operates the Admiral 
Twin and River Walk Movies in Jenks. 
“And there s the nostalgia of the drive-in. 
Its really just a different experience." 

— Megan Rossman 


The Admiral Twin Drivc-ln is open 
March to Omben weather permitting. Cars 
mmt he equipped with an FM radio, 735S 
East Easton, one block north of Interstate 
244 between Sheridan and Memorial (918) 
838’3 1 14 or selectcinemas. com. 


Get This! 


)ur ^ _ 

1/8 a passion tor Route 66 and scanic 
ways? How you can satisfy them in one 
D, thanks to the Oklahoma Department 
Transportation’s deagnation of our 400 
iles as toe fifth Slate Scenic Byway. A 
loto of yourself neri to one of the Sooner 
late's 66 icons would be a great way to 
Dmmemwate that status. Email It to Okla- 
omaToday.com, and we’ll post it on our website, 


Times, they are a-changin'. Since their 
glory days in the 1940s and 50s, drive>in 
movie theaters have vanished in great 
numbers across the United States. Tulsa’s 
Admiral Twin Orive-ln, for example, is 
the last operating outdoor movie theater 
along Route 66 in Oklahoma. 



Gi/t Shop 
Barn Loft Rentals 


FREE ADMISSION 

OPEN DAILY, 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M 


(405) 396-0824 
arcadiaroundbarn. 


6 miles east of 1-35 on Historic Route 66 


set 6112 OK 
posicards:l 


Click on "& for tha abova Ifcantt. 


Unique Route 66 Gilts 
for the Road Warrior 
in us ait... 
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From Quapaw to Texola 
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Mosey Road 

A Vinita native revisits her home turf. 

By Mary Logan Wolf 



I AM A CHILD of the Mosey 
Road. Known as the Mother 
Road, die Will Rogers Highway, 
and Americas Main Street, Route 
66 — the highway synchronous 
with top-down, freewheeling adventure, 
hope, dreams, and all that — served a more 
prosaic purpose in my life, 

[ come from Vinita, born and raised. Here, 
Highway 66 takes a hard turn south and, for 
several blocks, truly is Vinita s Main Street* I 
share the sentiments of most who have lived 
along its sinuous route, folks like Anna May 
Sellers, raised in Scquoyali, a stones throw 
from the highway. Every morning for years, 
she herded dairy cows across the highway 
to grazing pasture. Today, she works at the 
Totem Pole Park in Foyil and answers plenty 
of questions about the legendary road. ‘'We 
never thought too much about it, really,” she 
says. "It was just another road.” 

Route 66 is habitual, like long plaits of 
hair we twist, nimble- fingered, without 
thinking. Writer Sue Monk Kidd put it 
aptly: "Sometimes a childhood place can 
lean so heavily on your growing up tliat later, 
when you are grown, you find it has become 
a part of your internal geography." 

So it is with this wrinkled road. High- 
way 66 dives in and out oi the shadows 
of my subconscious with all those other 
memories linked closely to the senses: the 
smell of fresh, cut hay; the purr of a box 
fan pulling in night air heavy with the scent 
of honeysuckle; the clippity-cloppity of 
umpteen jillion grass-fat horses^ — integral 
ro Vinitas Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo 
Parade — all saddled up and sweating down 
the historic route, where they will deposit 
several obligatory piles of poop. 

Route 66 carried me to the Lariat Drive- 
In, where I sat in the back seat of my big 
sisters boyfriends red Ford Galax ie and 
scared myself silly watching The Lege^id 
of Boggy Creek. It delivered me to Buffalo 
Ranch, its low-slung buildings home to 
all the great hokey stuff — trained buffalo, 
Native American dancers, Shedand pony 


rides, genuine western artifacts (and fine 
imitations), and hands down the best western 
wear store for miles around. 

1 traveled the highway on my way to Grand 
Lake, past a fence adorned with yawning 
catfish heads. During a brief stint on the 
girls basketball team, the game bus often 
rumbled along 66 to Commerce, Picher, and 
Quapaw, where toothy slag piles still testify 
to the regions mining past, and the endless 
underground tunnels spawn tales of satanic 

‘Like most, I am 
guilty of driving 
too fast, thinking 
too hard, and 
feeling too little.’ 

worship, hairy Bigfoots, and black panthers 
and are the rumored burial grounds for any 
and all missing persons including Jimmy 
Hoffa and possibly Natalee Holloway* 

In the mid-1980s, I lived and worked 
in London. In the time it takes to utter, 
"Half-pint, please,” I discovered certain 
attributes hoisted me heads above the other 
American tourists. One, my father wore a 
Stetson hat and cowboy boots, every day, 
with a business suit; two, I could belt out 
all the lyrics to Rodgers and Hammersteins 
"Oklahoma”; and three, 1 grew up along 
the legendary Route 66. The Brits loved 
me. I was cool. 

Then I came home, and my aura flat- 
tened out like roadkill. Still, the experience 
overseas taught me a valuable lesson. I began 
to notice things; the antique junk, signs 
advertising “Pigs-4-Sale ” weekend water- 
melon stands, buck outs and ranch rodeos, 
the eyesores, enigmas, and the downright 
oddball. I embraced all of it as an integral 
part of who 1 am: a small-town girl, child 
of Route 66, an Oklahoman. 


Today I choose to drive Route 66 because 
it brings me home when I need it the most. 
It rolls and rambles, narrows and widens, 
stops, starts, and favors sharp turns that 
force me to pay closer attention* This is a 
road that shows me plenty about the life I 
seek, and the one I live. 

Like most, 1 am guilty of driving too fast, 
thinking too bard, and feeling too little. ! 
mistakenly believe that ruminating on deep 
questions is somehow more important than 
kicking around the smaller ones, like, "Could 
we ever get a donkey?” or "Where is best 
place to buy pop- bottle rockets?” 

Journeying down 66, I stop along the 
narrow stretch of original highway north 
of Miami and gaze at a familiar panorama: 
big sky whisked with feathery clouds, green 
pasture peppered with black angus cattle, 
fencerows tangled in hou d'arc, pecan, and 
sumac trees. Above, a red-winged blackbird 
alights on a power line chat draws out over a 
field of round bales. As I pull away, pickup 
windows rolled down to catch the breeze, 
I am struck by a scent so bewitching and 
familiar I can almost drink it. 

Honeysuckle. I am home. 
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Emily^List 

The road brought her to Tulsa for good. 

By Emily Priddy 



A STRANGE ENERGY 
HOVERS in the air a 5 you 
drive west on the Mother 
Road toward Tolsa^ passing 
quiet farms and long-shut- 
tered businesses before aitching a glimpse of the 
Brookshire Motel s aging neon sign shivering 
uncertainly in the predawn blackness > 

It was that irresistible energy — vibrating 
through the glass tube.s on the Desert Hills 
Motels historic neon cactus in mid town Tulsa, 
quivering in the nostrils of a bay gdding in a 
pasture just west of Catoosa, and chugging 
along the miniature railroad tracks above the 
dining room at Ollies Station Restaurant in 
Red Fork — that finally lured me to Oklahoma 
for good in the summer of 2004. 

How could I help foiling in love with the 
fascinating stretch of highway that runs from 
Claremorc to Saputpa? 

Just east ofTulsa, Route 66 passes through 
the little town of Catoosa, best known for 
its famous Blue Whale — a smiling, concrete 
behemoth that once served as the focal point 
oi a popular childrens swimming hole. 

At the west edge of Catoosa, 66 passes a 
more modern diversion — the glirzy Cherokee 
Casino — before wandering out of town and 
onto Eleventh Street for the long run through 
the country and into Tulsa proper. 

On East Eleventh Street, ob.servant travel- 
ers can find echoes of the past in the metal 
pole standing sentinel in front of an old 
stone building, holding up part of a frame 
that hints at the structures previous life as 
a Conoco station, and in the collection of 
cottages arranged in a semicircle behind a 
defunct business, the last vestiges of a motor 
court from the roads heyday. 

As country gives way to city, 66 slips 
past a collection of historic structures: the 
old Saratoga Motor Motel, now known as 
Americas Value Inn; the Country Store, 
where for fifiy-one years, the Sivadon family 
has supplied Tulsans with feed, seed, and 
friendly advice; the old Warehouse Market 
building, a downtown art deco masterpiece 
garnished with colorful terra cotta tile and 
topped with an ornate cower; and the domed 


First Church of Christ, Scientist, one of four 
historic churches standing within a block 
of each ocher. 

Swinging onto Southwest Boulevard, 66 
crosses the Arkansas River alongside the 
historic Cyrus Avery Route 66 Memorial 
Bridge and passes oil refineries and industrial 
supply companies on its way to downtown 
Red Fork, a collection of old brick storefronts 
that represent the heart of the city's work- 
ing-class roots. 

Parallel to Eleventh Street, an older align- 
ment of 66 follows Admiral Place through 
north Tulsa, taking travelers past some of the 
finest eateries the city has to offer. 

At the old Wings hamburger stand, Brnther 
Arthur Fanihklian serves the Catnap, a catfish 
sandwich dripping with spicy tartar sauce, 
while Hanks Hamburgers, also on Admiral, 
offers the Big Okie, a full pound of beef on a 
bun with all the trimmings, Jamil’s Restaurant 
has kept diners happy for sixty years with 
its Lebanese appetizers and smoky spareribs 
served with a barbecue sauce chat tastes like 
Memphis with an attitude. 

Like the venerable old restaurants that line 
its shoulders in this part of the state, Route 66 
offers travelers a diverse menu of unique and 
tempting flavors. Connoisseurs of Americana 
will want to sample every one. 

F 


davenport 

;dler 




‘It was that 
irr^ible^ 
energy ttiat lUiied 
me to Oklahoma 
for good in the 
summer of 2004. 
How could I help 
falling in love?’ 
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From Quapaw to Texola 



Hit the Road 


The Simple Life 

Our senior editor leaves Turner Turnpike for charm and resonance* 

By Steffie Corcoran 
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L IFE'S ROAD TRIPS, it 
has been said, are smoother 
with an eye on the jour- 
ney, not the destination. 
That s a tough proposition 
in a measurement-oriented world where 
multitasking is a way of life, success de- 
termined by achievement, profit, striving, 
speed at all costs» A drive along Oklahomans 
nearly four hundred miles of Route 66 js 
a welcome gear down from the rat race, a 
chance to stop and smell the coffee, savor 
the scenery, and experience the freedom of 
motor- meets- road with nary a schedule or 
Blackberry in sight. 

On Oklahomas portion 
of the Mother Road, the 
cighey-mile span between 
Tulsa and Arcadia is a 
chance to do just that. In 
many places within view of 
the Turner Turnpike, this 
mostly two-lane stretch of 
the old highway provides 
time-warp glimpses of an 
Oklahoma more simple, 
bucolic, and rural than city 
dwellers are used to. 

Between towns, both 
sides of the roadway ate 
dotted with grazing long- 
horn and goats, rusty 
windmills, humble cemeteries, grain eleva- 
tors, and farm equipment — sylvan scenes 
that can lower blood pressure and heart 
rate within miles. 

The sky is displayed to great advantage, 
with vast horizon lines staggered intermit- 
tently by tree lines and little else. No need to 
fiddle with the cruise control; half the fun 
is following every impulse to slow down, 
pull over, and explore. 

Much of what beckons from the roadway 
between Sapulpa and Arcadia is anything 
but flashy (written on a tin building east 
of Davenport is Music Place). One such 
location is a bypassed loop just west of 
Sapulpa. Route 66 historian Jim Ross 
says, ^dts original paving, and toward the 


OKLAHOMA TODAY JULY/AUGUST 2006 


‘That’s Route 
66 for you: 
an evolving 
combination 
of mystery, 
history, 
simplicity, 
and care.’ 


west end of that little three-mile loop, you 
start up this hill and go under a railroad 
trestle, then start winding back and forth. 
It's a classic tli row back to the way it was 
tor drivers back in the late twenties and 
thirties,'^ fhe cast end of the loop includes 
a real road treasure: the 1 92 1 Rock Creek 
steel truss bridge. 

Between Chandler and Wellston lies 
Warwick, doomed to oblivion years ago 
by the loss of its train depot, the constme- 
rion of interstate 44, and annexation by 
Wellston. But one bastion of those bygone 
days, Seaba Station, is alive and kicking. Its 
what they call an oldie but 
a goodie. 

Sue Preston and her 
husband Sonny bought 
the property in 1995, the 
same year it was placed 
on the National Register 
of Historic Places, and 
set about restoring and 
rehabbing the old gas 
station- turned-machine 
shop built in 1923. Since 
2000, Sue has operated an 
antiques, gifts, and souvenir 
business inside. Originally, 
she intended to alter the 
buildings exterior as well, 
but, she says, “People kept 
saying, 'Dont you dare change the outside,* 
so 1 decided to leave it the way it was.** 
Sometimes old things don t require clean- 
ing up to retain their charm and resonance. 
One place on the north side of the highway 
between Luther and Arcadia in many ways 
symbolizes the best of Route 66 in Okla- 
homa. It s a mere shell of an old building, 
unrecognizable as anything in particular but 


somehow mysteriously irresistible. Gravel 
has been spread in front of the native stone 
structure, making it convenient to pull over 
and take a look. 

A homemade sign on the front announces 
that the building was a filling station built 
between 1915 and the early 1 930s. Further- 
more, counterfeiters once plied tlieir nefarious 
trade here, and the body of an unidentified 
man was found inside the scmcrure years 
ago, the murder still unsolved. Where a 
sign am re would be, the message says, “Rock 
of Ages Hay Farm.” Apparently others have 
been attracted to this spot, for graffiti has 
left; its mark inside. Sherri, it says. Whpcly. 
Mikey Imes Rim. 

Historic places and mysteries may have their 
allure, but its that human touch thatbtin^ 
travelers back to Route 66 again and again. 
"1 he owners of the Rock of Ages Hay Farm 
near Luther have been considerate beyond 
chat carefiilly placed gravel and information- 
filled sign: Where a window once opened 
and closed is a ledge, and on that ledge rests 
a planter filled with petunias. 

Tbacs Route 66 for you; an inexplicable, 
evolving, and thriving combination of mys- 
tery, history, simplicity, and care. One day, 
a woman stopped by Seaba Station, telling 
Sue Preston she was having car trouble and 
wondering if sbe*d be bener off nursing the 
car along Route 66 or taking the turnpike. 

“1 told her, 'Stay on Route 66,'^ says 
Sue. ‘“From here to Chandler, every single 
person is trustworthy. You would be safe 
walking up to any one of these homes or 
businesses, and they will take care of you.* 
I really meant that.” 

“Tuisc 

Sapulpa 



Davenport 
Chandler 
Warwick 





MERRY GO ROUND 

The Arcadia Round Barn, built in 1898, is 
sixty feet in diameter and two stories tiigh, 
its circular shape intended to thwart the 
destructive effects of tofnadic winds. After 
suffering from years oT neglect, the barn was 
finally renovated by locals and the Arcadia 
Historical Society and in 1992 received the 
National Preservation Honor Award. 
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Wagon Ride 

The official highway of the American dream 
translates to pride of place. 


By Susan Otven Atkinson 

AN A ROAD trip bring 
philosophical meaning and 
self-awareness? On a dusty 
Sunday afternoon ^ my fam- 
ily and I pack up the station 
wagon and begin that very quest west on 
the ribbon of highway John Steinbeck 
christened the Mother Road. We travel from 
Edmond to Hydro on Route 66, passing 
from blackjack hills to urban hardscape and 
out to windmill country 

From Edmond s tasteful neo-suburbia to 
Oklahoma Citys struggling yesteryear store- 
fronts, from Yukon and El Renos Main Streets 
to tiny Hydros legendaiy^ roadhouse, Route 66 
and its surrounding landscapes are a microcosm 
of American metropolitan history. 

Along this stretch, much of Route 66 is 
hard-edged, covered with acres of pavement 
and oceans of parking. Many of those miles 
are full of glittery flags and braggadocio 
signage shouting out used cars and discount 
carpet — the living embodiment of our country’s 
belief in affordable gas, limitless land, and 
manifesSt destiny. 

Yet urban 66 still soothes us with reminders 
of another era: bowling, traveling to exotic 
western locales in giant cars, staying in mo- 
tor couns chat lured us in with icy-lettered 
“air conditioned” signs. These places make 
us yearn for that naive sense of order and 
comfort. Dinner at six. Summer vacations. 
White shoes after Memorial Day. Ephemeral 
for sure, if it was ever real at all. 

West of El Reno, we feel the unfolding of 
Woody s ‘'endless skyway” as farm-dotted hills 
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Clinton Weatherford Yukon > 
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roll up the horizons. Around Interstate 40 at 
Highway 28 1 , the land has a sweetness defying 
every stereotype of Oklahoma. The hills are 
deeply rolling and green despite the recent 
drought as the road begins a slow descent to 
the magnificent Canadian River Bridge, where 
thirty-eight pony trusses mark the boundary 
beeween Canadian and Caddo counties. 

A few miles west, we pass a forlorn triangle 
known as Hinton Junction, where many a 
windblown family has stopped to rest, sip- 
ping water and wondering about the 
future. Here, too, begins 17.8 miles of 
original Route 66 pavement, pristine 
enough for a listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

This red-tinged concrete with 
original curb and gutter is a mere 
half-section north and a world 
away from Interstate 40, but forty 
miles an hour feels right on this 
narrow road of small houses, old 
farmsteads, and big wheat fields. 

The index-finger, steering-wheel 
wave Is mandatory out here. 




Rolling til rough die gliost town of Bridge- 
port, the car tires pound out a rhythmic 
ka-thunk over the concrete seams, and we 
open the car windows to feel the hot wind, 
wondering if a family in 1 937 could have 
made it from Edmond to Hydro in a day. As 
strangers wave at us, 1 am fiercely proud to 
be an Oklahoman, These are people of good 
will and firm handshakes> people ofgrit and 
determination, people who know boom as 
well as bust. I think of the humanity with 
whom we have shared this road. 

In Hydro, where the concrete two- lane 
becomes a service road for the interstate, 
we reach one of the holiest of grails for 
66ers and our final destination: Lucilles, a 
humble service station with living quarters 
above. Lucille Hamo ns ran her store seven 
days a week for fifty-nine years, through 
wars, booms, and the sidelining brought 
by the interstate. Her commitment 
was a testament to American ideals 
of loyalty, perseverance, and wander- 
lust. Lucilles closed in 2000, when its 
namesake died at age eighty-five after 
providing road comforts and gasoline 
to countless travelers. 

We turn back east, the afternoon 
sun in our rearview mirror. Weary 
but satisfied, I retrace our path in 
my mind. Sometimes, a Sunday 
drive is just a Sunday drive. Ocher 
times, it becomes a meditation 
on who we are. 
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The businesses beneath came and gn, but the 
iconre milk bottle, ori^rialfy an advertisement for 
Dairy, Is a perfri^ent fixture in Oklahoma 
r City. Today, the building houses Saigon Baguette. 
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Road Skills 

A writer brings a friend and his dog along for a 
lesson in life on highway heaven. 


By Scott Fitzgerald 

H ere WE go, Saizyr Our 

navigating Eskie, sitting 
on her hind legs, gazes out 
the front window of the 
2002 Nissan as wc turn 
west on Route 66 to begin our journey to 
the Oklahoma/Texas state line. 

Salty’s eagerness is contagious, and my 
forty-year-old buddy Andy is experiencing 
the Mother Road for die first time. He gets 
philosophical fast as we travel the original 
singie-ianc road. 

**1 feel like were travdingon sacred ground,” 
he says. 

We camp at f oss State Park alter the first leg 
of our journey, which began in Weatherford, 
a town of nearly 10,0 Of) residents. There, we 
get a brief history of the post-World War 11 
automobile, counesy of Marion Davidson, 
who once owned the downtown Ford dealer- 


ship along the Mother Road. 

“You could tell when vacation started.” 
Davidson says, explaining that business peaked 
in the summer months after many travelers 
purchased their Fords direedy from Dearborn. 
Michigan. More dian a thousand miles down 
the road from the plant, they usually got their 
oil changed in Weatherford l>ecause it was free 
of charge from the manufacturer. 

“We dianged a lot of oil. Welders in town got 
a lot of business, too, because motorists didn’t 
know about a clip on Main Street that busted 
many a trailer hitch,” Davidson says. 

Slowly I begin to sec it — the essence of the 
road — in each of the people we meet. Our 
encounters are more than a simple question- 
answer exchange. They are a living network of 
an American monument, Tlie people invite 
us to find America for ourselves. Its what my 
brother-in-law Michael Wallis writes about 


in Route 66: TJje Minber RotuI: “Route 66. It 
will always mean going somewhere.” 

Carol Wagon rod of Chicago is standing 
in Rand Elliots smartly designed Oklahoma 
Route 66 Museum in Clinton, recalling the 
family s Route 66 trip a half-century earlier 
from Chicago to Xjjs Angeles. 

“We had a 1955 Buick without an air 
conditioner. I just remember it being hot,” 
Wagon rod says, laughing. 

Her remembrances — looking forward to 
the next stop, gening out. stretching her leg?; 
alongside her four siblings — send me back to 
ch i Idhood me mori es of my own . exci ci ng road 
trips through the Southwest in a 1 959 Dodge 
station wagon without air conditioning. 

Museum director Pat Smith shows us the 
museums recent addition, the 1950s Valen- 
tine Diner that her husband Virgil Smith 
and friend Leonard Findley have restored 
to perfection. 

Further down the road, Rob Bruner, a 
Sch wans delivery truck driver, talks about the 
National Route 66 Museum and the nearby 
Elk City Old Town Museum Complex. 

'Toil done realize how many people travel 
here.” says Bruner, who takes care of the 
museums koi pond. “We have a pretty good 
tourist trade. ' 

Our crip has given way to a larger question, 
the answer provided free of chaige in Harley 
and Annabelle RusscU’s Sand Hills Curio.siry 
Shop in Erick. 

At the conclusion of their minstrel show, 
complete with a running narration about 
everything going on now to promote the road, 
Harley Russell says it loudly: “This is all about 
forgetting the daily work life, your financial 
problems, stuff like that. We’re about fun. If 
you can’t get your kicks out of the journey 
by now, then you don’t need to keep going 
down Route 66.” 

Amen, brother. Amen. 


Clinton Weatl, 
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From Quapaw to Te^ioLa 





eiio, my name is 


orman. 


Maybe youVe heard of me. After all, Norman Regional has been around almost 60 years now. And in 
that amount of time, we Ve grown into a highly regarded hospital, providing comprehensive care in just 
about every area. Put simply, we re experts. From advanced cardiac care to a nationaliy accredited 
bariatric program, you can count on us to provide the services you need, right here in Norman. You 
see, we don't think you should have to go far to find expert healthcare. And we don't think that care 
should be anything but outstanding. So if you haven't heard of us, maybe it's time we introduce 
ourselves. Stop by one of our campuses, give us a call or log on to find out more about your friendly 
neighborhood experts. And remember - at Norman, we re always on a firsbname basis. 

Norman. Another name for expert. 


877.NORM.REG I 405.440.8802 
normanregional.com 


Norman Regional HeaftnPlex 
1-35 & Tecumseh Road 


© Norman Regional 

HEALTH SYSTEM 


Norman Regional Hospital 
901 N. Porter Avenue 
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’^Jim li035 fit Oklahoma Route 66 
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I Need travel tips for Routed? Jim Ross is your guy. 


F ew OKLAHOMANS KNOW more about the 
Mother Road than Jim Ross of Arcadia. 
The author of Oklahoma Route 66 and 
cocreator of the Route 66 Map Series has a 
new project, foute66photographs.com, which 
launched in May. Here, he delivers ten bits of 
wisdom for traveling the old road. 

• Oklahoma has almost four hundred miles 
of Route 66, so allow several days for your 
adventure or explore it in segments. 

• If you intend to devour the entire Mother Road 
pie, figure on a daily slice covering around 
100 to 150 mites. 

• Don’t pile the kids in the car until you’ve 
picked up Oklahoma Route 66 and The EZ66 
Guide for Travelers. 

• No need to dodge big rigs: Oklahoma Route 
66 can be driven virtually border to border 
without accessing the interstate. 


Countless points of interest decorate the right 
of way in Oklahoma. Four best bets are the 
Blue Whale in Catoosa, Stroud's Rock Cafe, 
Arcadia’s Round Barn, and Elk City’s National 
Route 66 Museum. 

Keep a sharp eye on the roadway in western 
Oklahoma, where more unaltered original 
pavement survives than in any other state. 
A tour of the Oklahoma Route 66 Museum in 
Clinton is a must 

Good eats abound on Oklahoma Route 66. 
Among the nostalgic best are Foyil’s Top 
Hat Dairy Bar, Tulsa’s Metro Diner, and Sid’s 
Diner in El Reno. 

H you get Mother Road fever (you’ll know), 
find the nearest soda fountain, order a double 
shake, and hit the road again immediately. 
Always remember; Friends don’t let friends 
drive the interstate. 


In 1997, Jim Ross buHt his home 
on a historic Route 66 looptn 
Arcadia, its design inspired by 
a1929 cottage'Style Phillips 
66 station in Chandler. Visit 
OklahomaTaday.com for Ross’ 
66 must-see destinations on the 
Mother Road. 
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OKT Profile 


The Highwayman 

Author Michael Wallis of Tulsa is the face of Route 66 for 
Oklahomans — and Americans — who love the old road. 

Transplanted Tulsan Michael Wallis has made his literary mark in the Sooner State with books like 
Route 66: The Mother and Pretty Boy: The Life and Times of Charies Arthur Floyd. Wallis has 

a voice role as Sheriff in this summer’s Pixar blockbuster, CarSt and cowrote a book about the film, 
The Art of Cars, with his wife and frequent collaborator Suzanne Fitzgerald Wallis. 



a lamp» a coyote fang, and a 
piece of original Route 66. 

What question have you always 
wished someone would ask you? 

“May I write you a check for one 
million tax-free dollars?’" 

What’s in your CD tray? Either the 
Flaming Lips or some Mozart. 


On the Oklahoma section of the road^ 
what’s yourlavorite new thing? The 
soon-to-be-built POPS, a gas sta- 
tion complex under construction 
on the western edge of Arcadia. It 
promises to be an instant Mother 
Road icon. 


child?’" Lets just say the business 
of cruising Route 66 in Okla- 
homa is my favorite. 

If someone gave you a stack of 
money and told you to spend it on 
Route 66 in Oklahoma, where would 


In Oklahoma, what longtime Route 
66 business is your favorite? [ tread 
on dangerous ground profess- 
ing anything as my favorite on 
the Mother Road. IPs like be- 
ing asked, “Whos your favorite 


you spend it? A major interpretive 
“Route 66 Experience” asmplex 
in Tulsa on the old road at the 
point where it crosses the Arkan- 
sas River. This center would not 
only serve Oklahoma but the 
entire nation. 



What’s your favorite Route 66 
icon in Oklahoma? Tlie stretch of 
original nine-foot- wide pave- 
ment known as the “Ribbon 
Road” in Ottawa County just 
outside Miami. 

What 66 business In Oklahoma 
were you saddest to say goodbye 
to? Pop Hicks Cafe in Clinton. 

I wept for a long time when 
this iconic site burned to the 
ground. 

What living Oklahoman most ex- 
emplifies Route 66? Dawn Welch, 
owner and operator of the Rock 
Cafe in Stroud. She started 
her life on Route 66, traveled 
the world, and came home to 
the Mother Road. Dawn in- 
spired the car character named 
Sally, voiced by Bonnie Hunt 
in Cars. 

What five words best describe 
Route 66 in Oklahoma? Heart of 
the Mother Road. 

WhaPs the last television show 
you watched start to finish? The 

Soprams. 

The last book you read cover to 
cover? Rats: Ohsermtiam oa thr 
History Habitat of the City’s 
Most Umoante^i Inhabitants by 
Robert Sullivan. 

What are you 100 percent com- 
mitted to? In this order: Suzanne 
Fttzgerald Wallis, my family, my 
friends, and my work. 

What’s on your desk? Stacks of 
books, piles of manuscript pages. 


in your pockets? Nowhere near 
$1 million in cash. Some credit 
cards, a drivers license — all held 
by a money clip made from an 
old 10 1 Ranch watch fob- 

‘I wept for 
a long time 
when Pop 
Hicks Cafe 
in Clinton 
burned to 
the ground.’ 

—Michael Wallis 

If you could have one extrahuman 
power, what would it be? The 
power to open the minds of 
the small-minded and bigoted. 
(Actually, as an author, I sup- 
pose I have that power.) Why? 
Because those are the people 
who compromise the country 1 
call home. 

What neverfails to make you laugh? 

Recent presidential speeches, We 
Daily SImo With Jon Stewart, and 
Real Time With Bill Maher. 

What do you believe in without 
reservation? My abiding love of 
Suzanne Fitzgerald Wallis. 

If you could create a book title that 
expresses your life philosophy, 
what would It be? The Endless 
Road in the biography section. 
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i^SUdias a way of t^euing pPopTP involved with a variety of projects." 

— i?oufe 60 oct^vfs; Dop Muilenix 
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Mother Road 
Maven 

Route 66 keeps this western 
Oklahoma woman busy. 


A 1990 CAR cruise from El Reno to Cfaremore in her 
Harbor Blue '57 Chevy was this Clinton resident’s 
first exposure to Mother Road fever. She’s been 
driving efforts on its behalf ever since. In 1 991 , she 
joined the Oklahoma Route 66 Association, where 
she has held offices from secretary to western 
vice president. Several association ventures 
have benefited from her guidance, including the 
Trip Guide and hall of fame award. But it is the 
Will Rogers Memorial Highway historic markers 
project she calls her pride and joy. Can you name 
this Oklahoman, pictured here in front of Lucille’s 
in Hydro? Last issue’s Name This Okie was Bill 
Hader from Tulsa. Check the website or the next 
issue for the answer. — Steffie Corcoran 
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Karim Ra 


The Landmark Experience L 

INN AT PRICE TOWER 

* B 

stay the night with Frank Lloyd Wright in the 21-room, high-design hotel located 
inside the Price Tower. 


* 


Call about our Karim Rashid Package. Includes one night stay for 2 in our 
standard queen-size room, 2 admissions to the Karim Rashid exhibition, 2 Tower 
Tour passes, 2 dinner entrees at Copper Restaurant and a complimentary copy of 
Karim Rashid's new book Design Your Self. Prices starting at $220. 

Mention code 0KT-KR06. 


510 Dewey Ave., Bartlesville, OK • Innatpricetower.com 
Reservations 877.424.2424 


PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER ■ 


_INN AT 
PR[C£ TOWER 


COPPER 

RESTAU&ANT - BAR 


YEARS 
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"Everybody in the state benefits from the preservation of Eoute 66." 
-^Meivena Heisch, Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office 


Culture Club 

Seven Route 66 stalwarts tell us what they 
love most about the old road. 


KATHY ANDERSON, Rome 66 
photojoumaJist: “The 
1932 two-lane ali^ment 
between Fort Reno and 
Weatherford. Over thirty-si;c 
miles long, with locsoforigi- 
n;d concrete pavement and 
bridge, it is like driving back 
through rime."’ 

BRAD HENRY, Governor of 
Oklahoma: "From its con- 
ception to its preservation, 
the Round Bam in Arcadia 
is a great reflection of the 
ingenuity, community spirit, 
and determination found 
across the sure and througli- 
ouc Oklahoma s history” 


MIKE HICKEY, president, Okla- 
homa Route 66 Associa- 
tion: “The Canadian River 
Bridge, or Pony Bridge, 
seven miles east of Hydro. 
Its 4,000 feet long, has 
thirty-eight trusses, and was 
completed in 1 932.” 
UURELKANE, owner of Afton 
Station on Route 66: “The 
abandoned Palmer Hotel in 
Alton. The long^dead neon 
sign still exists, and every- 
thing about the place tells me 
how happy and popular it 
must have been in its heyday 
Only the pigeons and I enjoy 
it now."" 


DON MULLENIX, Mother Road 
activist: “Tlie Oklahoma 
Route 66 Association has 
saved roadbed and archi- 
tecture, creaed signage, 
produced events and the Trip 
Gui^ie^ and preserved the 
road s history.” 

WANDA QUEENAN, curator, 

National Route 66 Museum 
in Elk City: “k went through 

jC, 


Get THisf 


all the tovvns big and little 
and gave you an inkling of 
what the people were like. 
IVe lived on Route 66 since 
1948, and 1 canY imagine 
living anywhere else.” 

RON WARNICK, route66news. 
org: “East Eleventh Street in 
1 ulsa. In a few miles, you go 
from farms and feed stores to 
a bustling metropolitan area ” 



Trip Guide about 

vou covered v-ith their annua 

Trip Guide, published each 

Jane, PICK it npfteeaU Ro^ 

B6 merchant or Older it for 

«nich covers shipping and handiine. 

ol 0 ahomaroute 66 .cQtn. 



Hallowed Ground 

Preserving Route 66 Is a matter of pride 
for these Oklahomans. 


o 


KLAHOMANS ARE CAN-DO people. In the true working spirit of 
Oklahoma and the Mother Road, national and state organizarions are 
teaming up with private citizens to help support and organize local 
projects. These are four of the many aimed at restoring and preserving 
Oklahomas Route 66 cultuml history — Brooke Adcox 
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The NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 

in Chandler— a 1930s Works Prog- 
ress Administration building^as 
been saved from demolition and 
In spring 2007 will become the 
Route 66 Interpretive Center. The 
Old Armory Restorers, a com- 
munity group, have raised more 
than $900,000 in donations and 
grants and scored TAP Architecture 
and Butzer Design Partnership to 
oversee the overhaul. 

"Our goal was to keep It from 
deteriorating any further," says 
Rick Koch, co-owner of LUCILLE'S 
in Hydro. Koch and his wife Sheila 
purchased the site listed on the 
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Built in 1935, the 
Chandler National Guard 
Armory was placed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1991. 
The long-empty native 
stone WPA structure will 
soon house a Route 66 
Interpretive Center. 


National Register of Historic Places 
in 2003, three years after longtime 
owner and Route 66 personality 
Lucille Hamons died. The Kochs 
have used roughly $30,000 of 
their own funds to renovate the 
exterior of the popular landmark, 
even though the gas station and 
store are no longer in operation. 
"*0ur program was established in 
2001 to help identify and priorb 
tize the most significant sites on 
Route 66,” says Kaisa Barthuli, 
assistant program manager for the 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROUTE 
66 CORRIDOR PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM. So far, the program 


has helped fund thirteen projects in 
Oklahoma, Including a partnership 
with the Oklahoma State Historic 
Preservation Office for a $33,971 
rehabilitation of the Rock Cafe in 
Stroud, completed in 2003. 

• The 1930s MEADOW GOLD SIGN 
in Tulsa was in serious trouble in 
2004, when the new owner wanted 
to demolish the building and the 
sign at Eleventh Street and Lewis 
Avenue. Several groups quickly 
raised funds for the removal and 
restoration of the sign. ‘The sign 
is being restored, and the city is 
looking for a new location for it,” 
says Kaisa BarthulL 



Imagine a world without diabetes 

For 60 years, the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation has worked to make the dream 
of a world without deadly diseases like diabetes a reality. And with your help, in the next 60 
years our scientists will transform hope into lives saved. 

I can imagine it. Can you? 













Please make a secure Dime donation today - \™^v.OMREor^ 




Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation 


Donna Nigh, Oklahoma s First Lady ■ 


825 Northeast 13th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73104 from 1979-1987, with OMRF diabetes 

405-271-7400 • 800-522-0211 - www.OMRF.org researcher Ute Hochgeschwender, M.D. 



Like many shopkeepers who’ve worked 
along Route 66, Dwane Miller of Craig 
County knows the most compelling fea- 
ture of the road is the people it brings. 
^There% ho telling who you’re going to 
meet next," he says. Miller and hts wife 
Bertha have owned the Little Tin Bam 
west of Vinita for about nineteen years. 







Route 66 is a living, growing destination. The reverend 
of the road, Michael Wallis of Tulsa, tells us why. 


R oute 66 has always been 
more dian just another highway 
Since its birth in 1 926. the road 
has carried travelers through the 
Roaring Twenties, the Duse Bowl 
and Depression, World War Ih the postwar 
boom years, a limbo period when many 
people thought the road was gone, and now 
into a time of unprecedented revival and 
rediscovery of America, 

111 rough it all, Route 66 became a linear 
village winding its way through eight states 
and three time zones. Along the shoulders of 
this 2,400-mile-long village, 
hundreds of communities 
serve as neighborhoods. Each 
one offers its own disci nciive 
enticements, yet they are 
tied together as one by that 
welhworn band of concrete 
and asphalt. Ihis true sense 
of kinship has made Route 
66 a destination itself and 
a bastion tor all open road 
voyagers not in a hurry. 

A grizzled veteran but 
with the prestige of an aging 
celebrity that has achieved icon status, the 
Mother Road has paid its dues. This year as 
we celebrate the historic highways eightieth 
birthday it is important to keep in mind that 
Route 66 is forever reinventing itself Never 
static but fluid and elastic, it remains a road 
of movement and change. 

Businesses open and close, and some 
highway landmarks come and go. Heroes 
and heroines of the road appear and then 
vanish. Retirement, death, and bad times 
take a coll. Yet change is inevitable and 
necessary New' generations of folks emerge 
to dispense hospitality. Familiar roadside 
attractions from the various layers of the 
old road survive. A necklace of "must-see^ 
stops lures visitors from around the world 
to the Mother Road, as John Steinbeck so 
aptly dubbed the highway in his remarkable 
novel, 71k Grapes of Wrath. 


Although all eight states that contain a 
stretch of the historic highway offer a distinct 
experience for trawlers, I have always believed 
a trip on die Mother Road in Oldalioma is 
special. Oklahoma has always been where the 
heart and soul of the Mother Road dwells. 
Many people consider the four hundred miles 
of old highway crossing the Sooner State the 
best way to go, bar none. A cruise down the 
road in Oklahoma reveals remarkable examples 
of commercial archaeology, diverse natural 
and fabricated attractions, and gende airves 
raJlor-made for a purring Harley, a speedy 
Corvette, or a van filled with 
family 

Wliere else but on Route 
66 in Oklahoma can a traveler 
encounter a smiling Blue 
Whale, the worlds largest 
concrete totem pole, Elvis 
preferred motel room, and 
an 850-pound onion burger? 
Still, die first and foremost 
attraction on Route 66 in 
Oklahoma is i ts people. People 
arc what die road has always 
been about and why it remains 
active and relevant to this day No matter the 
condition of the highway itself, the people of 
the Mother Road — through good and bad 
times — remain. That will never change. 

See for yourself Venture out on Route 66, 
and you will find them throughout Oklahoma, 
from Quapaw in the east all the way across the 
state toTexola in the west. They await you in 
all the towns and cities and wide spots in the 
road, Ihc people are there. They tend ferjns 
and ranches, pump gasoline, rent rooms ftir 
the night, fry eggs and bacon, peddle post 
cards and trinkets. "Ihey offer the traveler a 
dream, a[i illusion, and some comfort. 

Each time my wife Suzanne and I go fortli 
on Oklaliomas Route 66, we meet someone 
new and original. We round a bend and find a 
new dreamer or poet or keeper of magic. Our 
extended family grows. Tlie people keep us 
going, and they keep us coming back. 


‘The first and 
foremost 
attraction on 
Route 66 in 
Oklahoma is 
its people.’ 
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Community 




Matt Hofstetter, right, store manager at Ron's 
Hamburgers and Chili in Claremore, serves sausage 
cheeseburgers second in popularity only to the chili. 
Gregg Martin, top, owner of Kandy’s Komer in Quapaw, 
plans to cruise the entire stretch of 66 in a Corvette 
when his son graduates from high school. At Turk’s 
Country Store west of Chandler, Sharon TUrk, inset, 
sells sandwiches and coffee to locals and wanderers 
who gather in the back of the store to break bread 
and share stories. TUrk has owned the store with her 
husband, Ed, for twenty-five years. 
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Rodney Christian of Afton, left, has been a frequent cus- 
tomer of Gabriel’s Hi-Way Cafe in Vinita since he was a 
child. “I drive a 65-passenger school bus for the Vinita 
school district,” says Christian. “It% a big old bus.” Front- 
desk clerk at the IVade Winds Courtyard Inn in Clinton, 
Carolyn ”C.J.” Adams, inset, sits in the Elvis Suite. The 
King stayed In the room four times during his trips through 
Oklahoma on the Mother Road. For Allan Lee and Tim Rob- 
bins of Oklahoma City, below, best friends since junior high 

school, Route 66 is 
symbolic of a golden 
age in American cul- 
ture. ^The greaser 
look is an everyday 
thing for me,” says 
Robbins, a passion- 
ate Mother Road 
enthusiast, “but it’s 
not just a look, it’s an 
attitude.” 
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Road Work 



Dwane Miller’s Little Tin Barn, right, offers cookware, 
toys, yard art, junk, and furniture, among other things. 
“On Highway 66, you’ve got to have something for 
everyone," says Miller. Sue Preston, inset, owns Seaba 
Station in Warwick, which from 1958 to 1984 was 
home to the engine rebuilding shop of June Briggs 
Orr, one of the state’s few women machinists. Roger 
McCain, below, is the mayor of Bridgeport. “Back in 
the 1900s and through the Depression, Bridgeport 
was a big town. We had 
a population of about 
2,000. Now, we have 
about 110,” says Me* 

Cain, a third>generation 
trucker who’s spent the 
past two decades driv- 
ing along Route 66. 
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“It's fun for me to telPiW<)rs and kids what 1 remember' 
- Queenah^ ctirator afthe JVa^ionel Route 66 Museum^ 
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THE SPIRIT of the iMottier Road 
mL alive with a trip to the Natimal Route 
V^66 Museum in Elk C^. l^ated just 
off 66 in the Eik City Mu^ui^Complex, 
the museum, open since May 1^, offers 
a walking tour through time. 

Visitors can follow the highway’s path 
across the United States as it was dur- 
ing the road’s heyday in the late forties 
and fifties. Murals, relics, and interactive 
displays guide guests through the eight 
states that are a part of the Route 66 family 
between Chicago and California. 

Highlights of the Oklahoma section 
include a collection of license plates that 
date to 191 6, a 1928 Ford coupe, original 
highway guardrails from Hex, Oklahoma, 


INSIDE-OUT 

When Wanda Queenan came to 
the National Route 66 Museum in 
1968, she brought part of her former 
business, Queenan Trading Post, with 
her. The two large kachina dolls that 
stand sentry outside the museum 
have become Route 66 landmarks in 
their own right 


Airtnem ^ ^ 

fi t^^lebrates the country’s most 
aveled. 


and fifty-two Route 66 T-shirts, arranged 
in the shape of Oklahoma. A crowd favor- 
ite is the fully equipped RV made from a 
converted Stewart truck. 

~ Wanda Queenan has been the museum’s 
curator since it opened eight years ago and 
is a fixture in the well-stocked gift shop. 

“The people who have traveled 66 like to 
come here to reminisce because it brings 
back memories,” says Queenan, who has 
lived and worked on Route 66 since 1948, 
for forty years as owner of Queenan Trading 
Post in Elk City. — Andrea Lopez 

The National Route 66 Museum, U.S, 
66 and Pioneer Road in Elk City. (580} 
225-6266. 


Letter From Pocola 
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Columnist Doug Kelley realizes that 
the best thing about the Mother Road is that 
somehow, some way, it always leads home. 


W E RECENTLYTOOK 
a driving vacation, 
loading up the car for 
a week-long trip. It 
seemed like we packed 
enough for at least two weeks, but 1 managed 
CO get it all in the trunk, and away we went. 
With Anna headed for her sophomore year 
at OSU and Sam a senior in high school, 
we figure it is just a matter of time before 
these close family vacations are a thing of 
the past, and Tlic Girl and 1 are determined 
to cling to them as long as we can, 

Our route took us all the way across die 
state, from home sweet home Ifocola on the 
eastern edge oi the map to tiny Texola on the 


west, fhen we kept going right through the 
Texas panhandle (which is not, in my opinion, 
a panhandle at all, compared to Oklahoma s 
true version} and out the other side. As we 
drove deeper into the Old West, [ decided 
that anyone who chinks western Oklahoma 
is Hat and barren has never seen New Mexico 
between Por tales and RoswclL 

On the subject of flat and barren, any long 
road trip reaffirms my belief chat the nations 
interstate system, while efficient, is without 
a doubt among the least exciting ways ever 
invented to move about the country. Tliats 
progress for you. 

The incerstaces may be the new ‘"mother 
roads,” as John Steinbeck called the original, 


good old Route 66, but they are not nearly as 
maternal, not nearly as close and nurturing. 
They are more like a stern great-aunt — aloof 
and distant. But we travel them because, in 
our modern high-speed world, we must. 
On occasion, though, when the impor- 
tance of reaching the destination does not 
completely overrule the act of getting there, 

I like to slip down off the four-lane for a caste 
of the way things used to be, 

Pocola, down in the Choctaw Nation, is well 
off the Route 66 path, but over the years, 1 
have tmveied parts of the famous highway, not 
only in Oklalioma but as far away as Illinois 
and Arizona. Some stretches are well known 
and well traveled, like that betweenTulsa and 
Oklahoma City, where not long ago The Girl 
and I stopped in Stroud and ate at the Rock 
Cafe, just because we could, pretending we 
were traveling in another time. 

In other places, the old highway is nearly 
lost, buried under wider roads with new 
names and new numbers. There are often no 
ready clues, for instance, chat under a busy 
commercial stretch of El Reno or Yukon lies 
the concrete of a bygone time. Sometimes 
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Vi/H. 


Bartlesville, 

\ n Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town chat oil built, you can see roaming herds of exotic 
w animals on an oil baron’s vast ranch, explore Frank Lloyd Wright’s only skyscraper, shop for 
unique treasures and experience the art, culture, history and legends of the great American West. 


Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keeler • PO Box 2366 • Bartlesville, OK 74005 • 877-273-2004 • 918^336-8708 
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*66 is the path of a people in flight * 
-’John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath 


The old highway is 
nearly lost, hurled 
under wider roads 
with new names 
and new numbers. 


Route 66 has become a frontage road, hid- 
ing in plain sight, but even then, there are 
sometimes disagreements as to which front- 
age road is the real 66, Is it the strip of old 
concrete on the north side of 1-40 or that 
on the south? 

Route 66 is nostalgia personified, wistfully 
and fondly remembered, but as we took 
our trip out west, making sliort forays from 
interstate travel^ — near Clinton because there 
is a museum or maybe Erick, just because 
Sheb Wboley and Roger Miller called it 
home — I couldn't help but wonder what 
the travelers back then really thought of the 
old highway, 

1 imagine that in the days when Route 66 


was the road, it did not feel all that motherly. 
The passing of time may lend a comfortable 
patina to the road not experienced by those 
traveling two thousand miles of narrow 
pavement in undependable automobiles, I 
know^ 1 got tired of it after a while and soon 
regained the speedy pace of dependable — if 
boring — Interstate 40, 

But it may nor have been the fault of the 
Mother Road. Like most travelers, 1 find that 
my favorite piece of highway is that which 


brings me back to where I belong. 

On this particular trip, after seeing al! 
the sights and having all the adventures, 
I derived perhaps my greatest pleasure by 
turning off State Highway 9 at the east edge 
of Spiro onto the Old Pocola Highway, The 
road is rough, uneven, and oft patched, but 
it takes us through the backwoods and over 
the Poteau River into Pocola, where, with 
great anticipation, we make the right turn 
onto Barnes Street and home. ^ 



How to enjoy the best of Tulsa 
from anywhere in Oklahoma... 

^ndino T0I.M . eoos 


Read the new digital edition of TulsaPeople Magazine, 
Tulsa's nationally acclaimed, award-winning city magazine. 

Each month, you'll learn about the people, places, things 
and events that make Tulsa an interesting, vibrant, and fun 
place. The easy-to-read digital edition of TulsaPeople is in 
the same format as the print edition, all 132 pages. 

The magazine is free, Simply register at 
www.TulsaPeopleMagazme.com 
You will receive email notification each 
month when the new edition is online. 

The best of Tulsa is now just a click away. 

TulsaPeople , 

Tutsa'^ flwanl- Wiwiing City I Magazine™ J 





* Qty V.Uagaafigt. 


A Food IiOVGr'c 

TolWsa'sTOPloon 

Our reatl^ and eri t 

city’s best in choose the 

, ^ f^ZzUng categories. 



CULTURli 





Learn About This 



Culture 


Motor Mouth 

Straight ahead, Route 66 terminology guaranteed 
to up your Mother Road conversational skills 
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ffoad Terms 


T hink you have what U takes to conquer the open road? Like cow- 
boys before them, Route 66 enthusiasts have created insider lingo 
that gives new meaning to “code of the road.” Half a dozen Route 66 
mavens helped us collect a short list of 66er parlance for a crash course 
on this unique community. Got more Route 66 talk? Email it to us at 
editorial@oklahomatoday.com. — Victoria Stone 


460 AIR CONDITIONING; Beating the heat by 
driving down the road with ail four windows 
open at sixty miles per hour 
ADAM AND EVE ON A RAFT; Two poached eggs 
on toast 

ALLIGATOR; Long pieces of tire tread that come 
off eighteen-wheelers and end up flung across 
the road 

AMBER GAMBLER; A driver who speeds up at an 
Intersection to make It through a yellow light 
BEAR IN THE BUSHES; A cop hiding along the 
road to pull over speeding cars 


BLUE HIGHWAYS; Two-lane or secondary roads 
named from their color on older maps 
COWBOY AIR CONDITIONERS; Bandanas motor- 
cyclists drench in ice water and tie around the 
head or neck 

COWBOY ON A RAFT; A western omelet on toast 
DEAD MAN’S CORNER; A ninety-degree turn in 
the road between Afton and Vinita 
DEVIL’S PROMENADE; A small area on the border 
between northeastern Oklahoma and southwest- 
ern Missouri well known by locals and Route 
66 travelers because of a mysterious 



t AN AFFAIR 

°™'HEART^^ 



July 14, 15y& 16, 2006 

Tulsa, OK 

Hours: Ihiday &Sasurday. ^ a,m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, // a.nu to 5 p.m. 

EXPOSITION CENTER BUILDING 
at EXPO SQUARE 
at 21st & Pittsburg Avenue 
on 21st between Yale .tijcI Harvard 

Eu ch July, Heart of Tulsa is located in (he Ex-1 
position Center Building at Expo Squoif; The 
^mission charge covers entry for all three days. 
There arc thousands of irasons to sitop. and ‘ 
most visitors plant o spend all day at the exhib- 
its. The parking is free, RV hook-ups arc avail- 
^ able and security service is provided anmnd the 
t dock. Food service is also avaibblc. |i 


Oklahoma’s Crown Jewel 

OF THE Mother Road 



Discover the cultural grandeur of the 
lelurbished ColemanTheatre in tlie 
lieart of Miami’s charming Route 
66 Main Street District. Novel shops, 
cafes. Native American attractions, 
casinos, golf and fisliing make Miami 
an essentkd Route 66 destination. 




OKLAHOMA 


Chamber of Commerce 
Cxmvention & Visitors Bureau 
( 918 ) 542-4481 
visitmiamiok.com 


14th Animal Designs of Anlinnn Arts & Musk Festival 
featuring the Route 66 Car Show, September 15-16 
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phenomenon called the Hornet Spook Light (see 
definition below) 

DOUGH WELL DONE WITH COW TO COVER: 

Buttered toast 

ELEVENTH STREET: Alias used for a portion of 
Route 66 in Tulsa 

HORNET SPOOK LIGHT: A mysterious phenomenon 
witnesses describe as a ball of light bobbing 
and weaving at the Devil's Promenade on Route 
66 between Afton and Vinita 
HOUNDS ON AN ISLAND: Franks and beans 
LIFE PRESERVERS WITH A HOT TOP: Doughnuts 
with hot chocolate 

LINEAR VILLAGE: The communities linked by 
Route 66 

MIKE AND IKE: Salt and pepper shakers 
PAINT A BOW-WOW RED: Hot dog with ketchup 
POPEYE: A car with one headlight. When you see 
this, yell Topeye!", and your sweetheart has 
to kiss you. 

PUT THE LIGHTS OUT AND CRY: Liver and onions 
ROAD FOOD: Food from Mom and Pop eateries 
along the highway 

ROAD WARRIOR: A Route 66 traveling pro 
RUBs: Rich urban bikers 


SHINGLE WITH A SHIMMY AND A SQUEEZE: Toast 
with jelly and orange juice 
SIDEWALK HIGHWAY: A narrow, nine-foot-wide align- 
ment of Route 66 outside Miami and Afton 
SINKERS AND SUDS: Doughnuts and coffee 
SUPERSLAB: The concrete interstate giant that 
over the years replaced U.S. 66 
'SUTHUN' COFFEE: Coffee rr^de with half regular beans 
and half chicory and sweetened with molasses 
SWATH: A clear or raised area that appears to have 
once been a part of Route 66 
TAKE A FAT JOHN: A sharp right turn 
WRECKED HEN WITH FRUIT: Scrambled eggs 
and orange Juice 
ZEPPELINS IN A FOG: Sausages 




cTiseU'e road from VDvircouctiwtt' 

jour^rm Chicago to Losing 

. \v.ftveOVOsan()mstalQ>c 

po„c>rM,0r«« 

6C; ?5tfi Anniversary Co 
($49.95). 



THE AffB f OMW6/ 

1UNE2-AU6UST26, 2006 


DinoStories/DinoArt! 

at Spiva Center for the Arts 
3rd &™Uoplin, MO 64801 
417.623.0183 • www.spivaarts.org 




MUSTANG ISLAND 

80O45-C0AST • www,poftaran$a$.org 


swim * kayak * fish * 
top • relax • bird • 
ine • play • stay • 
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Highway Reading 


Art meets rmd in John Calvin Womacks recent 
release. Once Upon a High way; Route 66 
in Oklahoma (New Forums Press, $36.95). 
Womack, an archirecriire professor at OSU, 
spent five years traveling and drawing Oklahoma 
Route 66 sites. 'Fhe 
book, an assemblage 
of chose drawings, is 
a collector's item, each 
signed and numbered, 
then packaged with a 
vellum wrap. 


THE MANDALA CENTER 


A Non-Profit, 
Ecumenical 
Retreat 
Center 
Welcoming 


(SOS) S78-300S 
WWW, mandaiacenter. org 

A quiet, peacefiii piace for rest and renewal known for its beautiful facilities, excellent meals 
and breathtaking views of the high plains and volcanic peaks of northeastern NM. Upcoming 
programs: 

Writing as Transrormation. Friday-Sundajv September 15-17, Everything is held together 
with stories. To direct the stories you tell is to shape the course of your life. Learn to weave 
your memories together into a bigger story that moves readers' hearts and changes your life. 
Enjoy laughter, sharing, discussion and creativity as you participate in writing exercises, 
storytelling groups and Tots of writing. Lisa Dale Norton is Visiting Writer at Pacific Lutheran 
University and teaches creative nonfiction for the UCLA Writers Extension Program. Fee: 
$350. 

Callings: How is Life Beckoning You? Friday-Sunday, October 20-22. Callings is an 
ancient concepl, honoring an invisible force that coaxes us toward a goal or greater purpose. 
This workshop seeks to increase your capacity to listen, to see, and to feel. It provides multi- 
sensory experiences, utilizing images, video, body-mind awareness, core questions, and a 
Mandala-council process. For peopre in transition or who seek inspiration and a larger perspec- 
tive on their lives and destiny. Marilyn Hardy, MS, rehabilitation counseling, is a certified 
Feldcnkrais practitioner. Fee: S350. 

What is Buddhism? An Fxploratian of Buddhist Tea chin gs and Practice, Friday-Sunday, 
October 27-29, Who was tne Buddha and what did he teach? What is Buddhist meditation 
about? What do Buddhists hope to accomplish through llicir religious practice? ^lat can non- 
Buddhists learn from the Buddhist spiritual path? Basic introduction, instruction and experi- 
ence in Tibetan Buddhist meditation will be olTered by Dun Handrick, a Tibetan Buddhist 
practitioner who teaches for the Foundation for the Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition, 
Fee: $300. Include ff/tf/on, double occupancy room and meate. 


Three for the 
Road 

By Louisa McCune-Elmore 


New Sheriff in Town 

We’d all have to be hiding behind a bridge 
not to know that one of our own bis hit py dirt 
in the Pixar enterprise. Route 66 author and 
Tulsan Michael Wallis makes his Hollywood 
debut as Sheriff, a 1949 Mercury, in Girs. 
The movie, released nationwide on June 9, 
is playing in theaters everywhere. 


D ozens of books have been pub- 
lished about the Mother Road, not a 
few about Oklahoma s section. Add another 
to that bibliography, last years Just for 
Kicks: Oklahoma Route 66 Musk Guide 
by Hugh W Foley Jr. (New 
Forums Press, $ 1 1.9 5)* 

Its a worthy guidebook, 
chronicling Oklahomas 
Route 66 music his- 
tory, musicians ffoni 
towns along the Mother 
Road, and venues from 
Quapaw to Texola. 
newforums.com. 


Lfbertj^^i^ 2006 

s ^outtk ^estivAls 

• Car Show • Sat., June 24 - XO campus parking lot 9am, to 3pm. 

• Miss Ubert.vFcst Pageant - Sal., June 24 • UCO Mitchell Hall 
Theater- 7:OOpm. 

• Concert @UC0 - Thurs., June 29th- UCO Mitchell Hall Theater- 7:30pm, 

• LibertyFest Rodeo -Sat, July 1 • Sun., July 2 • Rodeo Grounds ■ 

Cost- a'duiis $7 & c^iildren $4. 

• l/ibcrtyFest Kite FestivaJ - Sat, July 1 - Sun., July 2 - Mitch Park, 
9:30arfi.-5pm. (Sal. only - night fly of special lighted kites after sundown.) 

• Taste of FZmond • Sun,, July 2, 2006 • Downtown, 6:30pm. - 8:30pm. 
Cost is $10 per person • children 10 and under FREE. 

• Road Rally - Sun., July 2, 2006 - Festival Market Place - 1pm. Cost- $7, 

• Liberty Fest Parade • Tues„ July 4. Start lime - 8:45 am, -9:05 a,m.- 
Downtown Edmond, 

• Libcrt}Fest@UCO -Tues. , July 4 - UCO Campus - 5pm. FREE 
watemrelon (virhile supply lasts). Music, games & family entertainment. 

• Firewnrks@lJCO ■ Tues., July 4 - UCO Campus - 10:00 p.m, 

• Chalk It Cp fw LibertyFest - Mon., July 3,10am - 2pm. Festival 
Market Place. Family fun. FREE -Must Pre-Register tJy June 26 

For more mformation 

contact 341-4336 17nMrWP\ 

www.libertyfest.org | y 


48 


OKLAHOMA TODAY J U LY / AU C U ST 20 06 


STEVEN WMKEPR 









State 


Oklahofna Today 


Don't put off the pleasure of owning a Henry rifle one more 
day. Shooting enthusiasts and collectors are buying Henry rifles 
because they are magnificently styled, have the smoothest 
actions, perform with flawless reliability, bear the great historical 
name of Henry and are affordably priced. 

Every part in a Henry is made in Ajnerica. Every rifle is 
engineered with features many competitors charge twice the 
price for. We are a family owned business, our customer service 
is second to none and we guarantee your complete satisfaction. 

Order our free color catalog featuring the entire line of 
Henry lever, bolt-action and semi-auto rifles by calling, writing 
or visiting our website, WWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM, 

There's no belter lime to experience 
the pleasures of owning a Henry rifle 


Order your FREE Henry catalog 


atWWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM 


mail the coupon or call (718) 499-5600 


HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO. 


110 8* Street 


Brooklyn, Now York 11215 



Name 


Henry Repeating Arms Company 110 Hih Street. Brooklyn, NY U215 Tel: (718) 493^5600 Fax: (718) 768-8056 

WWW. H EN R Y-G U NSX 0 M 
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Ghost Road 

Remembering Route 66 travelers of days past 
keeps the old road alive. By Kent Lee Hawkins 


HERE tS NOTHING wrong with car shows, biker rallies^ 
retro diners, even historical tours. But if you want 
to capture the real spirit of the road, try this. 
Find a section of the old road, preferably one 
that is now unused. It probably has a guardrail 
blocking traffic, and it may be less than a couple hundred 
yards long. Tlie pavement most likely is cracked, with weeds 
making their way up through the uneven surface, g 
The best time to go is just before sunset. Take | 
a lawn chair so you can be comfortable. Sit ^ 
down right on the edge of the pavement and 
relax. Breathe deeply several times and slow 
down. I find it helps to squint a bit. 

The first thing you might see is an old 
rattletrap Model A making its way up the road. 

On the roof is strapped a mattress or two, 
possibly an old rocking chair. Hanging from 
the radiator cap is a canvas water bag. Other 
household goods are bundled and strapped 
to the fenders. An overalled farmer hunches 
over the wheel, peering into the last rays of 
the western sun. At his side sits a tired woman 
cradling a baby, and in the back sits Grandma 
and a couple of older kids. They come on slow, 
not more chan thirty-five miles per hour. If 
they can keep that pace every day, they might make it to 
the Promised Land in a week or two. They will go right on 
past and never look your way. 

DonT be startled when the old-style streamlined bus 
pulls up opposite you. The air brakes hiss, and when the 
doors fold open, out steps a young man, still in uniform, 
his duffle bag thrown over his shoulder. He won*r pay any 
attention to you. With a determined step, he heads down a 
long drive with no house in sight, only waving wheat fields 
on either side. "Ifle bus rumbles and belches black diesel 
smoke as it pulls away. It may be quiet for a while now, but 
be patient; more will come. 


Look fast. The flash of chrome and high tail fins will come 
roaring past and be gone before you can register it. If you 
catch it right, you can see the passengers for a second. 

The top is down, and the evening air swirls around them. 
The crew-cut driver drapes one wrist over the wheel; his 
other arm is around the shoulders of his best girl. She has 
her head thrown back, laughing, her bright red lipstick 
conrrasting with the plume of blond hair 
wafting behind her. You think for a split 
second that she looked your way, but she 
doesn*t see you. Instead, the glow of pointed 
tail lights disappears in a flash. 

The next one comes slower, one of those 
enormous station wagons they don't make 
anymore. The front-seat passengers, a tired 
mother and father, peer ahead looking for 
something, most likely the Shady Grove 
Motor Court or a hundred other variations 
on that name. 

Its neon sign will say free TV, pooly and 
hopefully, vacancy. Tlie boy and girl in the 
back scat will be excited, obsessed with vi- 
sions of plunging into the swimming pool. 
As they pass, look close and you may see the 
third child, probably the youngest, peering 
out the rear window. Holding up her doll, she sees you and 
gives you a wave. 

its late now. Time to go home. Everyone you have seen gave 
life to the concrete and asphalt. More will come tomorrow: 
Germans, Japanese, Swedes, empty n esters, bikers, Generation 
Y seekers, and the legion of locals who have traversed the 
road for decades. Watch closely: Your story adds to theirs, 
a never-ending tale of hope, loss, change, and journey. In 
the end, it s an American' — -an Oklalioma — tale. 

Kent Lee Hawk short story '^Mister Boh” appeared m the 
Siptember/October 2004 issue ^Oklahoma Today. 
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Mother Road Memories 







PHO^rOGW'plS K!fl PAG© 50 AND 57 AfSE KATH^ ANIDeFtSON- SHANE ©BO/m FIE. UNDSEV, fTlED W. MARVEL OKLAHOMA TOCiFttSM. EMlL3f PfiipOY. SHgJY ROBERTS; AND JW ROSS. 





CULTURE 



Culture 




54 


OKLAHOMA TODAY JULV/AUGUST 2 006 






PRODIGAL SON 

In Santa Monica, California, in 1952, Route 66 was officially dedicated the Wifi Rogers Highway, 
named for Oklahoma’s favorite son. Born in Oologah, Rogers died in a 1935 plane crash in 
Point Barrow, Alaska, and is buried at Cfaremore’s Will Rogers Memorial, a favorite Route 66 
destination. A plaque in Santa Monica’s Palisades Park says Highway 66 *was the first road he 
traveled in a career that led him straight to the hearts of his countrymen.' 


FOUNDING FATHER f 

1 challenge anyone to show a roaM^ual length that traverses 
more scenery, more agricuttHrai weaMfaind more mineral wealth than 
does U.S. 66/ said Cyrus Avery, th^anwho guided Route 66 through 
Tulsa, purposefully steering the rcBjfl^est stretch through his 
adopted state of Oklalioma. A businplman, Avery had been named 
to the Oklahoma State Hrgtiway Commission in 1923 and later was 
handpicked to chair a national committee charged with marking and 
creating new tederaf routes. 


RUNNING MAN 

Andy Payne, a 19-year-old Che^Klr 
Foyii, became a nabonal hero|^P28^ 
Derby, a cross-country footra^Hkina 
from Los Angeles to St louisM rti 
roads and highways. Payne ran 
consecutive days in an effort to saw t1 
frequently associated with the Mother 







ROUTt 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES jj 
Countless iconic signs Route 
66 landscape in Oklahotn||3|oflie have 
become so beloved, they have benefited 
from preservatkin proje^^ purchase 
this poster, see page 91. * 
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A ROADLESS TRAVELeD 

-This original, first-generation Route 66 roadbed in 
Oklahoma County is one part of the 84.2 miles of 
^ original Portland concrete that sttli exists in Oklahoma, 
81.4 miles stili drivable. A significant portion of that 
original road— 71 .55 miles— is located in the western 
half of the state, first-generation road is distinguished 
by its lack of shoulders, and, unlike later incarnationsi 
it has never been resurfaced with asphalt. Oklahoma 
^ jaiias a total of about 400 miles of Route 66. 








m 




X 
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STAMPED AND SEALED 
Embedded in this Route 66 
bridge near Cheisea is an 
original stamp of the road's 
year of inception. The area 
was once home to Gene Autry, 
who worked for the Frisco 
Raiiroad, now the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe, 


Mother Road Memories 
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Did You Know? 

ONE IN FOUR PEOPLE HUNT OR FISH. 

ONE IN THREE PEOPLE ENJOY 
WATCHING WILDLIFE. 

“OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA” 

MAGAZINE IS A MUST READ FOR THOSE 
WHO LOVE THE OUTDOORS I 

Each and every issue of the award-winning “Outdoor Oklahoma ’ 
magazine is packed with entertaining ar deles * information 
about die latest outdoor news and events, as well as in-depth 
information about Oklahoma’s unique natural resources and tips 
on hoiv you and your family can enjoy the outdoors. 

Tie Oklahamci Department of Wildlife Conser^'ntion is the state ngenev responsible Ibr managing Ush 
and wildlife. Ibe Wildlife Department receives no generd si^Lte tux^ppropriatinns and is supported by 
bunting and fishing license fees and federal otcise taxes on bunting and fishing equipment. 


Save 33% or more! Subscribe to Outdoor Oklahoma. 
□ 1 year for S 10 (6 issues) 

I [ 2 years for $18 (12 issues) 

I I 3 years for $25 (18 issues) 

I I Payment Enclosed 


□ Bill Me Later 


Name 


Address 


City 


State Zip 


Save 33% or more! Subscribe to Outdoor Oklahoma. 
n 1 year for $10 (6 issues) 

I I 2 years for $18 (12 issues) 

[~~] 3 years for $25 (18 issues) 

I I Payment Enclosed Bill Me Later 

Name 

Address 


City 


State Zip 





. #’ 

Foss State Park is a wildlife wonderland in western Oklahoma." 

»/ 

—from OkU^omaPafks,corn 


Route 66 intersects wi^h nature at Foss State Park^' ^ 

R oad warriors from around center or looking at deer, wild turkey, 
the world know who’s Foss and waterfowl at the nearby Washita 
when traveling through National Wildlife Refuge, 
western Oklahoma on the “It’s a well-kept secret in western 
Mother Road. Oklahoma. But we are just fifty-three 

Located just miles north of Foss, a miles from the state line, so we are see- 
Route 66 ghost town, the sprawling and ing more visitors from Texas,” says park 
pristine 1 ,749-acre Foss State Park offers manager Perry Matz. — Scott Fitzgerald 
an 8,800-acre lake with a plethora of 

fishing, boating, and swimming activi- Foss State Park is seven miles north 
ties available. of Interstate 40. From Exit 53, drive north 

Foss offers a respite for the Route 66 on State Highway 44, then a quarter-mite 
traveler, whether it’s seeing a resident west on State Highway 73. (580)592-4433 
herd of bison near the park’s visitors oroklahomaparks.com. 


Seven miles north of Route 66, Foss 
State Park is a budget-friendly 
overnight spot, with camping rates 
ranging from $8 to S18 per night. Hot 
showers and a floating restaurant 
provide Uie comforts of a roadside inn. 


CONTENTS 

Secret Scenic 

61 

A Mot/jer Roarl break at Foss 

State Park 


Gardener Spotlight 

62 

The Linnaeus Teaching 


Garden in Tuha 


Adventure 

63 

Trick omyour roadster 

Fork in die Road 

64 

In Arcadia^ Deep fork Free 

Farm ^ves Route 66 travelers 


beauty a windshield away^ 



6 1 


OUTSIDE 





Outside 


"We hope visitors will leave the garden with practical Information they can apply to their own landscapes/ 

—Barry Fugatt in the Tulsa World, May 6, 2006 


E ven gardening gurus can find fim in close proximity to 
Route 66 this summer with a stop at the Tulsa Garden Center. 
Djcated in Wcjodwaid Park» the center is home to the newly opened 
Linnae us Teaching Garden > an expertly designed demonstration garden 
that lets budding green thumbs learn from the pros and get their hands 
dirty in the process (918/746-5125 or tulsagardencencer.com). 

“It isnV just a teaching garden " says Barry Fugatt, d i rector of honicul cure 
at the Tulsa Garden Center, “Its an idea garden."' Labeled plants make it 
easy for visitors to take notes, while free classes, taught by a stafFof nearly 
two hundred volunteers, cover everything from roses to recycling. 

Master your own oasis with these suggestions, based upon the principles 
of the Linnaeus Garden. — ^Andrea Lopez 


^^Untess you've got great soil, 
your plants will never reach their 
genetic potential,"" says Fugatt. 

The soil at the Linnaeus garden 
includes ten tons of organic matter. 
For optimal growth, appropriate 
sol and sunlight is crucial. "Many 


homeowners make the mistake 
of putting a plant where it’s not 
suited to grow,"" says Fugatt, who 
spent months mapping plant 
locations for the garden. 

Watering too frequently 
encourages plant rot and disease. 


Far better, Fugatt says, to water 
thoroughly, making sure moisture 
reaches the plant’s roots, then 
watering again when the soil is 
dry to the touch. 

Variety is the spice of life. “A 
wide and healthy plant palette is 
something to aspire to in building 
an urban garden " says Fugatt, 
who selected some 25,000 plants 
representing more than 300 
species for the Tulsa garden. 
"Water is one of the absolute 
essentials for a habitat or wildlife 
garden," says Fugatt. The 
Linnaeus Garden showcases a 
water garden with nearly 20.000 
gallons of H^O. but even a small 
bird bath will attract songbirds to 
your space. 


Earthly Delights 

Apply these lessons to your honte garden, and 
you ll see results in no time. 








liia 






Enjoy the scenic beauty of the 
Ozorks in Joplin, Missouri. 


800 - 657-2534 

www.visitjoplinmo.com 

Call or log on to receive a free 
Joplin Fun Guide. 
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Drive On 

Get your vintage car ready 
for the Mother Road. 

O NE OF TH E best ways to make 
your way down Route 66 is 
in an antique car suited for 
cruising. Marion Davidson of Weath- 
erford owns Route 66 Thunder birds, 
a business that buys and sells vintage 
T-birds and other classic cars, A veteran 
cruiser, Davidson knows what it takes 
to maneuver Oklahoma s almost four 
j hundred-mi ie stretch of pave- 
ment, so heed his tips 
i for a restored ride that 
will have rubber mcet- 
ing mad in no time flat. 
— Andrea Lopez 



^ “tf you don't have a car, 
decide what model interests 
you, then tind a car dub," says 
Davidson. Members are in the 
know and can guide you through 
the car-buying process. 

It could take up to $50,000 to bring 
out the car’s original beauty. Count on 
paying lor everything from paint and up- 
holstery to new engines and other parts. 
The bible of the industry is Hemmmgs 
Motor News (hemmings.com), in print 
since 1954. Davidson says each monthly 
issue is full of advice on restoration and 
offers specialty car parts and accessories. 
When it's time to hit the road, consider 
teaming up. Breakdowns are common in 
antique cars, and a ''buddy” car can help 
ensure your safety. 
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ii Gateway to 

Grand Lake 




■H 

EVENTS: 

Summerfest Car Show 
Will Rogers Memorial Rodoo 
Rodeo Parade^^__- 
Worl^> 4 rflfge 7 t Calf Fry Festival 
Ctv 7 l War Reenactment 

www.vinita.iconi 


COMMODATIONS; 

y Holiday Inn Express 918.256.4900 
/ Parle Hills Motel 918.256.55 1 1 
I Keute 66 Inn 916.256.6429 
I Rolax Inn 918.256.6492 
I Super 8 Motel 918.783.5888 
I WestemMotel 918.256.7542 

llsitor inf0i91S-236-7133 



Guaranteed Nonstops. 




Your Life Just Got Easier. 

Upgrade f o PIKE PASS for first-class, 
non-stop travel on Oklahoma Turnpikes. 

You'll save time. You'll save money. 

And you'll say bon voyage to tollboothsi 


1 -800-PIKEPASS * www.pikepass.com 
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EG END HAS fT that Xcus^ ruler of the 
Greek gods, was bom in Arcadia, on 
Mount Lycaeum» Girded by moimtatns 
and without direct access to tltc sea, 
Arcadia's isolated inhabitants lived so 
simply, so naturally and pastorally and blissfully, 
that through the years, Arcadia has come to refer 
to an idyllic', perfect, and rural paradise. 

The eastern Oklahoma County community 
of Arcadia may be topographically'distiria from 
the Arcadia oLancient Greece, but it has rfiuch 
in common w^ith the definition that derived 
1 fromlii. Deep Eork^rec Farm, a st are-of-riie-art 
..w'liolcsali! nui^ery^ just ko'oss Route 66 from the 
RoiiddJ^atii, is the newest divine addition to the 
local pantheon/I ' ^ 

IfD^^Fdtk J VceFami is the'Mount Lycaeum 
of ^tcadia, Oklahoma,- Aubrey McClendon is 
ifs^cus, Mc’ClendoVi is CEO of Chesapeake 
'Energy, ^he second -largest independent natural 
^s producer in the uation, W'hich he co founded 
, yv ith Tom"Wartl in 1 989* Kd ow McClendon came 
' ;to p\vu ,a 367-acre, 123‘,000-tree' operation js a 
" . fruit i so fo sp^ak,^ oi^ (tis .successful Chesapeake' 

j .^lafeors, Add of patience*^ ' • , 
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tion fine road running through it. The one-owner 
property had been left untended for many years, 
and McClendon was drawn to it. 

‘'There was a huge variety of topographic features, 
and it was completely wild and undiscovered^ 
he says. ‘T was fascinated that this piece of land 
could exist so close to Oklahoma City right along 
Highway 66, and yet if you walked it, k wouldn’t 
look too different than it would have looked to a 
settler, hunter, or land runner 120 years ago7 

McClendon named the property' Arcadia Farms, 
and his plans for it fallowed two paths: Part of 
the land would be used as a private recreational 
area, the other a working alfalfa and wheat farm, 
it took just a few y^ears for McClendon to con- 
ceive something different, Any^one, he reasoned, 
^ can grow wheal, but a tree farm would be a truly 
distinctive use of the land. McClendon’s good 
friend Ty Hartwfg, who owns Total Environment 
Wholesale Nursery^ in Oklahoma City, looked over 
llie property and deemed it perfect for trec-grow- 
tng. The tree farm, a division of Arcadia Farms, 
broke ground in May 2003 and will see its first 
' ’.srt I e cycle this w'i liter, 

, I “We're definitely targeting the elite,” says certified 
arborist James Dare^ Deep Forks general manager. 
Don't mistake Deep Fork, Dare says, for the typical 
^liurserj with rows of trees in five-gallon plastic 
, containers, We are growing all of our trees to 
large- call per ‘specimens,^ he says, ‘^meaning that 
They’re going id be over ilirce inches in caliper 
[trunk ^ircumfefence| with an emphasis on the 
fiv^- to eight-caliper size.” Deep Fork will be a 
4 Lig tree in a very jJmall Forest:' Only a handful of 
v'largc-cdipcr farms operate in the United States, 

■ none In the Midwest, 

. . TTiis means most'Deep Fork trees will have 

eight to ten years’ growth and weigh two ro tliree 
'■ thousand pounds before clients receive them. No 
' liiore than fifty will fit on a sem i in one shi pmeni, 
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Wbal's sixty-six-feet 
tall, has a straw peeking 
out the top, and flashes 
red, white, green, and 
blue? Lei’s just say 
something big is on the 
horizon in Arcadia. 


When Aubrey McC Jlciidon 
sa>^, “i’m building a gas station 
at the comer of Westminster and 
66 which will be unlike anything 
anybody's e\'er seen in the world 
before,^ its no exaggeration. 

A towering LED-lii botde will 
beckon road warriors to POPS, 
a futuristic gas station/soda 
fountain/ restau ra n t/ exm ven ien ce 
store/rest stop/ recreation area 
that has *66crs as fmthed up 
with anticipation as a dropped 
Coca‘G)la. 

Oklahoma City architect and 
frequent McCdendon collaborator 
Rand Elliott designed the unique 
structure, scheduled to open in 
summer 2007. POPS, he says, 
will have one foot in the romantic 
Route 66 past, the other in the 
future. “ POl^ is really about 
synthesizing a relationship to the 
past and looking fonvard,” EUitvtt 
says. "*Tt s a very exciting op- 
]5onunity to illustrate chat Route 
66 is a living, breaddng, growing, 
changing phenomenon,'* 


These 600 Oklahoma 
whitebuds are amorvg several 
varieties of redbud trees grown 
at Deep Fork Tree Farm. 
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and all will be delivered. Dare says, “balled and 
burlaped” while dormant — when their leaves 
arcjVt out. While the average Deep Fork tree 
will sell tor five hundred dollars, some could 
sell for more than a thousand each. 

Deep Fork Tree Farm grows eighty varieties 
of shade and ornamental trees. Its high-end 
clients. Dare suggests, will be nacionwide in 
scope and include municipalities, universi- 
ties, residential developers, and landscape 
architects interested in, literally, the cream 
of the crop. 

Tree size alone isn't what attracts buyers to 
trees like Deep Forks, Appearance is another 
selling point, which is why Deep Fork employees 
spend so much time on pruning- “Oh my gosh, 
the labor-intensive task we take to prune those 
trees to perfection,” Dare says, “When youVe 
walking down a tree row, they aJl look the 
same, and there s a reason for that: We want to 
have consistency in our product* Buyers really 
depend on that consistency so they can have 
trust in the buyer-sdier relationship ” 

Lou Anella, associate professor of horticul- 
ture at Oklahoma State University^, has visited 
Deep Fork Tree Farm and was impressed with 
the nursery s pruning method, which results in 
a pyramidal shape with a central leader rather 
than the more typical “lollipop” shape. “The 


pyramid shape actually lets more light into 
the field because the trees are narrower at the 
top,” he says, “They don't shade each other 
out, and therefore, you get more growth out 
of the tree. If you're selling a really premium 
tree, that shape looks better, too.” 

ITe trees aren't the only thing that looks 
good. From the geometric lines of the plant- 
ing grids to the impeccably clean facilities 
and assurance ol health care benefits for each 
employee, everythingat Deep Fork Tree Farm 
carries a patina of professionalism and atten- 
tion to detail. 

“They're doing everything right,” says Anella* 
“There are beautiful roads throughout, and the 
irrigation system is state of the art,” 

At Deep Fork, its a case of water, water, 
everywhere and plenty of drops to drink, 
thanks to a high-tech irrigation system — Rain 
Bird's Maxicom — ^ which uses a local weather 
station and satellites to monitor moisture loss 
from wind, sun, humidity, and temperature, 
then delivers precise amounts of water accord- 
ingly. Furthermore, Deep Fork utilizes “gray 
water” from nearby Coffee Creek. In essence, 
the tree farm reclaims water that has been 
pumped into Coffee Creek by an Edmond 
water treatment plant upstream, then treats 
tliat reclaimed water and uses it to irrigate its 


trees to the tune of 1,800-gallons-per-minute 
pumping capacity and 700,000 total gallon.s 
used per day. 

Tile environmental impact, says Anella, is 
significant* “Being able to use those waters 
as they come out of that treatment plant is 
a great way to recycle,” he says* “It makes 
good business sense to be downstream from 
a constant source of water, because you cant 
grow crops like that in Oklahoma without 
irrigation. It just cant be done*” 

Ac Deep Fork, the trees are growing, and so 
is Aubrey McClendon's business plan. What 
began as a three- m four-year time frame to 
plant 100,000 trees has ripened into a six- or 
seven-year plan to plant 250,000. “When its 
all said and done, we’ 11 have a quarter-million 
trees, which will make us one of the larger tree 
farms in the nation, and, we hope, one of the 
best run,” he says. 

Limb for limb. Deep Fork Tree Farm is 
staking a claim on Route 66. In modern-day 
Arcadia, peace and tranquil icy arc bonus points 
for a made-in -Oklahoma nursery that makes 
good business sense. 

Senior editor Steffie Corcoran wrote the 
profile of Oklahoma Cityt FLimingLips in the 
Nouember/ December 2005 issue. 
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Destination: 



rumiituite 


We oPPer handcraPted 
Purniture made Prom solid 
wood. All oP our pieces are 
heirloom quality, and we 
also oPPer custom orders. 


12133 Hwy. 63 in Chouteau, OK • (318) 176-1600 


Highway 69 

Amish Cheese Mouse 



Bulh Foods ® Cheeses ® Meats 

Full Service Deli, Featuring: 

Jellies, Candies. & Jams • Sugar-Free Products • Spices & Baking Items 
Cheese It Meat Trays • Gift Boxes • Kitchen Accessories 

On Highmay 69 
in Chouteau, OK 
(918) 476-4811 



\Aettie Ann’s Bake/y 

Amish Goodies 
Baked With Love 

CinnafTwn RjjLIs Breads Cookies 
'T^ruit Pits Crtam Pits Sujar-O^rtt Pits 
Cakts tr CoAtt Dtcorratin^ 

(918)^76-7717 
1 08 N Chouteau Ave, 
off Hwy. 69 in Chouteau 




JCmish J-Come Cooking 

Since 1988 



O^fafioma's Best Buffet 
Tv erytBi n0 m a de fre s B 
SNo reservations needed 
Craft items avaifaBfe 
V a i fy fr esB Bake dg 0 ods 



Main tSr "RaiCroa(f in CBouteau, OX ■ (giS) 476-6441 



Ae,AB W 620 IN CHOUTEAU. OK / (9 I 6) ^76^7354 


T)ine in an 
‘Amis ft ‘ifome 

- ENJOY FULL-SERVICE, 
FAMILY-STYLE DINING 
IN THE KNEPP HOME 

* TOUR GROUPS WELCOME 

- SEATING FOR GROUPS 
OF TWELVE TO FIFTY 


Aie (Frame Lane (Bakery 

Homemade Breads * Pies * Cookies * Jams • Noodles 


VISIT CHECOTAH 



Ctieooftah Main Street: (918) 473^178 (918) 473-2070 

www.checotali .com 









Destination: McCunain county 



Boat & Jft Ski Rentals * Boat Satoi & Strvko* Uoitse Boat Rontali* Svpplin • full Sorvico Harina 


Broken Bow, OK * (580) - www.beavenliendinartna.com 




Luxury Vacation Rentals 
on The Glover River 




ESCAPE to Southeastern Oklahoma's most 
In curiously appointed resort. Totally secluded, 
River’s Bend offers geiimne tmne|uility in a 
haumin^jly beautiful setting. 

Reser\ ations: 080) ?&4-22j5 * www.riversbendresortxom 



Heciiatewii's 

internet 


csFFeeHHise 



Just ask.„ 
We’ll make 
your fovorite 
drink! 


Dancing j^abbit Creek 

^ffeehouse 

Located across the street 
from the entrorice 
to Beavers Bend Resort Park 


[580] 494-632! 



Private luxury cabins 
with hot tubs, fireplaces, 
and a variety of floor plans. 


Beavers Bend 
Qetaways 

(580) 494'6I16 

www.BeaversBendGctawaiys.coTn 


Your table 
is waiting. 


Casual Dining Atmosphere 
Appetizers * Salads 
Steaks • Seafood 
Live Music 


Abendigo’s 

GRILL(|g PATIO 

Hwy. 259 at Stephen’s Gap Rd. 
Hochatown^ OK 
(580) 494-7222 



Th ree Rivers 

FLY Shop 

Guided Fly Fishing on the 
Lower Mountain Fork River 

Fly Fishing Schools for All Ages 

Broken Bow. OK 
( 580 ) 494-6115 

WWW. t h reeri versfly s hop . co m 



Two-Story Log 
AND Cedar Cabins 


Near Broken Bow Lake 
^ S#ovdrs Bend Resort Park 

Stone Fireplace • Large Deck 
Grill • Hot Tub 


T®michi Cabins 

Call for Reservations 
(580) 584-7575 
ashford@plne-net.com 
wvArt/.tomichtcabins.com 



\l^ateniieloii restival 
& Garden Show 

August 4>5 in Valllanl^ OK 

Food • Games 
Contests • Parade 
1^1 Live Music * Folk Art 
Demonstrations 


www.ValliantChamber.org 



Mountaineer Store 


• Hand'Dipped Ice Cream 
•Arcade Games 

• Souvenirs 

• Convenience Store 

? 

6 Miles North of 
Broken Bow on Hwy. 259 

(580)494-6544 



Near Bmkeu Bouf Ijtke and 
Beaifers Bend Resort Park, 


Broken Bow Cabin Lodging 

A Paradm Getaway with the 
Amenities of a fine Resort. 

Call for reservations: 

(580) 953-4379 

brokenbo wcabinlodgi iig. com 












ADVERTISEMENT 


Own a of the Road 



The OkfahomaTodoy buffalo appears on pages 18-19. illustration by Tim Jessell. 



Okiahomo Todoy*s Route 66 ‘*Signs" photo montage appears on pages 56-57- 


Embrace the the revival of Route 66 with these first-edition posters from Oklahoma Today, 

Dimensions: 1 8 inches x 24 inches, standard size for framing 


(800) 777-1793 

OklahomaToday.com 
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Where to Qo for 
Onion Burgers 

Onion itnrgers rule on 
Mother Rond. 


A merr>' liiiEe burger hut in a hind where harr^urgL^rs are big business." 

—Michael Stern on in RoadFood.com 


tn Season 

Tomatoes^ thefinvor of 66 


Dinner Party 

Marian Clark hosts 66 lu- 
nmatrmpast and present. 


Today’s Special 

Food for the weary road 
warrior at five favorite 
eateries 


Official El Reno Big Burger 


BURGER MEISTERS 
Seems few things satisfy the 
stomachs of Oklahoma road - 
warriors more than fried beef 
and bread In addition to the 
four eateries included here, 
cheol the feature on page 74 
for the stated most famous 
onion burger restaurSrttf^^^r 
Johnnie's Grill in El Reno. 


Hamburger Helpers 

Fried onion burgers reignsupreme along the md road. 

W HEN IT COMES to Route 66 fare Ei Reno onion burger circuit Since 
in Oklahoma, it’s all about the owner Marty Hall has been frying up 
onion burger. After all, the Route to-order onion burgers tor customei 


W HEN IT COMES to Route 66 fare 
in Oklahoma, it’s all about the 
onion burger. After all, the Route 
66 community of El Reno hosts an annual 
festival devoted to this popular menu item 
every spring (see recipe below). Here are 
four of the state’s best tried-and-true onion 
burger pit stops. — Megan Rossman 

EL RENO’S OLDEST burger joint, ROBERT’S 
GRILL (300 South Bickford; 405/262-1 262) 
has tempted taste buds since 1926. The 
fifties-sty le restaurant has counter space 
for fourteen people and serves up hefty 
onion burgers for $2.05 each. 

SID'S DINER (300 South Choctaw; 
405/262-7757) is another staple on the 


El Reno onion burger circuit Since 1989, 
owner Marty Hall has been frying up made- 
to-order onion burgers tor customers from 
all over the world. 

SID'S DINER ALUMNI Billy WMson keeps 
precise hours at his Elk City restaurant, 
BILLY’S (210 North Madison; 580/225-3355). 
For a taste of his caramelized concoc- 
tions, weekend customers make sure 
they arrive on Saturday between 11:02 
a.m. and 7:36 p.m. 

HANK’S HAMBURGERS (8933 East Admiral; 
918/832-1509) in Tulsa delivers deliciously 
messy masterpieces. Served up with as 
many as tour patties. Hank’s onion burgers 
overflow with lettuce, pickles, tomatoes, 
and mustard. 


EAT UP 
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You SayTomato 

The juicy fruit has arrived along Route 66 
and elsewhere in the Sooner State. 

P ICKY ABOUT PRODUCE? During the hoc summer months, 
Okialiomas Route 66 is likely to be speckled with the occasional 
roadside stand selling homegrown flavor at a reasonable price. Before 
you head out to stock up, consider these tips from John Haase of 
the Rogers County Extension office in Claremore. — Victoria Stone 




For great taste, choose a 
firm, plump tomato that is 
not a solid red all over. “The 
best-tasting tomatoes are 
vine ripened,” says Haase. 
“Always ask to make 
sure.” 

• “Thanks, but no 
thanks” indicators include 
soft or discolored spots, 
sunken areas, and splits. 
Look for signs that toma- 
toes have been sprayed 
with ethylene, a chemical 


that makes produce ripen 
unnaturally. Avoid tomatoes 
with orangy-red coloring, 
uniform shape, and unrealis- 
tic firmness. 

It looks great, but how does it 
taste? "A lot of growers don’t 
mind letting you taste one of 
their tomatoes," says Haase. 
The best picking time for 
homegrown Oklahoma to- 
matoes is usually mid-June 
to August, so get them while 
they're hot. 


Freddie’S 
smoke Sauce 

^ „ofnrSS50.Tat!tK>u}eh, 

smoke sauce for 5^.30 

steak sauce, and salad dressing 



What more do 
you need? 


OKLAHOMA 


COUNCIL 


www.okpork.org 
1 -888-SAY-PORK 


72 


OKLAHOMA TODAY JULY/AUGUST 200^> 





'At every stop along Route 66 travelers will find real food and real people/ 

— Marion Clark, The Route 66 Cookbook 


Cafe Society 

Ten Route 66ers dine 
with the Mother Road* s 
culinary mistress, Marian 
Clark, author o/The 
Route 66 Cookbook. 


The Location 

“We'll feast on authentic road food at 
Clanton's Cafe in Vinita, thought to be the only 
cate along Route 66 operated by the same 
family in the same town since 1927." 


My Guests 

CYRL^ AVERY, the father of Route 66, brought 
the road through Oklahoma and Tulsa and 
across the 1916 Eleventh Street Bridge he 
guided to completion. 

BEVERLY OSBORNE, an Oklalioma City entre- 
preneur, owned several locations of Beverly’s 
Pancake Corner and more than 1 50 Chicken 
in the Rough franchises around the world. 
PRETTY BOY FLOYD, Oklahomas Robiri Hood 
bandit, often traveled Route 66 but always 
returned home to Salhsaw, where he baked 
prize-winning apple pies. 

ED APPLE, Oklahoma Corporation Commis- 
sioner, grew up inTuisa, where his parents ran 
the Golden Drumstick Cafe* Ed remembers 
washing dishes in the kitchen while notables 
like wrestler Ed ''Strangler' l*ewis and rodeo 
great Jim Shoulders were served out front* 
PAT SMITH, the dynamic director of the Route 
66 Museum in Clinton, has worked with her 
husband to recreate an authentic Valentine 
Diner next to the museum. 

MOLLY LEVITE GRIFFIS from Norman 
chronicled the story of Route 66 cross- 
country runner Andy Payne in her book. 
Great American Bunion Derby. 

CLEO NOE LAMSON owned the Wide-A-Wake 
Cafe in Edmond until 1 972. She remembers 
the days when waitresses wore uniforms, plate 
lunches cost less than a dollar, and truckers 
made up her extended family. 

LARRY WOFFORD, Route 66 Harley- Davidson 
owner ftom Tulsa, has won Best Use of Theme 
and Grand Prize from Dealernews for his res- 
taurant and in-store Route 66 Museum* 

JIM ROSS of Arcadia ajid MICHAEL WALUS of 
Tulsa, of course, are musts for my parry. 
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at the Simmons ContEr 
Trail Parkway in Duncan 


Competitive, Timed Race With Age 
Brackets and Fun Rides From 10-69 Miles 


Send completed registration form and $20 per entrant or $35 

per tandem team to: Dehydrator 

Duncan Band Boosters 
PO Box 314 
Duncan, OK 73533 

— (Checks Payabte to Duocen Band Boosters^ 
For i/itor/nadoo call 

580-252*8384 or visa 

www.thedehydrator.org 

tor online registration. 


Sand entries in by Sat. July 21, Pre-register before lues* July 25, pidc up 
packets at the Simmons Center Friday, July 28. from B-8p.m* and as early 
as E:SDa*m* on the ffiortiing of the ride. 
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Eat Up 


^ *'"For me, fo«>d continues to mark the trail. At every stop, a story unfolds/ 



^MaHort Cfarfc in The Houte 66 Cookbook: Comfort Food From the Mother Hoad 




CHOW, BABY 

Roadside dining is a big part of the Route 66 
appeal, and Clanton’s Cafe in Vinita is just 
one of Oklatioma’s many Route 66 favorites. 
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Todays Special 

These five Oklahoma Route 66 restaurants lend credence to the phrase 
"the fastest way to the heart is through the stomach." By Ami Reeves 


HINK DINING BREAKS | 
along your trip always mean § 
McDonalds and Cracker | 
Barrel? Think twice if its a t 
journey down Oklahonias 
Route 66. ‘‘Travelers always seem rushed ” 
says Marian Clark, author of 7?;*^ Route 66 
Cookbook: Comfort Food From the Mother 
Roady “stopping at chains for quick breaks 
and eating at generic locations. I urge people 
to take time to discover the little pleasures 
away from the interstates. There is a story 
at every stop/* 

Route 66 is no longer merely a means 
to get From Point A to Point B. Its a travel 
experience all its own, commemorated by 
everything from television shows to folk songs. 
For the men and women who live and make 
a living along the highway, Route 66 means 
comfort food, friendship, community pride, 
and stories retold year after year in diners and 
restaurants that are truly special in todays 
homogenized corporate eateries. 

“Ifierc are memorable food stops of all 
kinds along 66,"" Clark says. “Take time to 
find them and savor each bite." 

Many of these Oklahoma treasures are 
recognized nationally, like JOHNNIE’S GRILL 

The Rock Cafe 
was built from 
the same 
stones removed 
from Route 66 
I in preparation 
1 for paving. 



Founded in 1946 and long a favorite stop 
for onion burgers, Johnnie’s Grill in El Reno 
celebrates its sixtieth anniversary this year. 


of El Reno. Owner Steve Callaway cank 
understand why Michael Stern, renowned 
CiJwmef columnist, referred to him as “a 
fount of burger lore,” in a 2002 Roadfood. 
com review. 

“He and his wife, Jane, were with us three 
days," Callaway says, “and he spent one whole 
afternoon asking me all about hamburger. 1 
just told him what I knew” 

Tlie secret of this establishments juicy, 
fragrant burgers? Handfuls of onions that 
marr)^ perfectly with lean ground beef Cal- 
laway explains that the onion burger of El 
Reno fame began when some unemployed 
railroad workers were looking for jobs in the 
1 900s, The)^ decided to start selling burgers, 
but rimes were hard. In order to stretch the 
meat, onions were added as filler. IJiis gas- 
tronomical delight remained a huge hit well 
after beef prices became more affordable. 

“We use no frozen patties/* Callaway adds. 
“Nothing frozen. Only fresh meat thats ground 
daily, and our onions are fresh also.” 


Tour buses are also delivered fresh on a 
regular basis, and now Johnnies has room 
for them. “We used to seat the overflow out- 
side," Callaway says. A recent expansion has 
afforded a seating capacity of one hundred. 
7 be re are plent}^ of tables for regulars, too, 
who are so dependable Callaway claims he 
can almost tell time by them. The fried onion 
burger has endeared itself to the people of 
El Reno and those just passing through on 
their way to the next town. 

Some diners have existed alongside the 
route so long you'd be hard pressed to rec- 
ognize the road without them. The ROCK 
CAFE in Stroud is one such example. Its 
built from the same stones removed from 
Route 66 in preparation for paving, as if the 
restaurant*s walls hold the lifeblood squeezed 
from the old road to make way for asphalt 
and faster cars. 

Nowon the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Rock Cafe echoes with tales of 
World War il soldiers, stews bubbling over 


Fax% Thee Well 


GET YOUR LICKS AT THESE SIX FOOD 
FESTIVALS ON ROUTE 66. 


July 2: Liberty Fest Taste of Edmond 

July 22: Hot Dog Daze, Clinton 

Septemtrer 7: Appetite for trie Arts Festival, El Reno 

September 7-9; Bluegrass & Cbili Festival, Claremore 

September 9; Calf Fry Festival Cook-Off, Vinita 

October 7; Oklahoma Gzecti Festival, Yukon 


Next springs he sure and hit Ynkonh Toste of 
Yukon in Marche Clintons Cinco de Mayo 
Celehration, Bristows Tahouleh Fesu and El 
Renos Fried Onion Burger Day FestsvaL all 
held i n May 



EAT UP 
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Eat Up 



1/2 cup margarine 
4 cups celery 
4 cups onions 

3 tablespoons chicken base 
(chicken stock) 

PLite in pan and cook on medium heat until 
onions are clear and celery is soft, 

12 cups bread 

4 cups corn bread 
3 cups miik 

5 eggs 

teaspoons poultry seasoning 
Va teaspoon sage 
^ teaspoon thyme 
¥a teaspoon pepper 
teaspoons salt 

Conihine ingredients in mixing howl and add 
the sauteed celery and onions. Mix for two to 
three minutes Pour into a baking pan and 
hake for forty- five minutes. Senses 12 to 15. 

a fire, and jukebox dances. Proprietor Dawn 
Wcicb bouglit the diner in 1 993 and contin- 
ues the long-standing tradition of offering 
satisfying, homc-cooked meals along with 
house specialties. Patrons clamor for the 
jagersnitzeL “Buffalo burgers and alligator 
burgers are also very popular,^ Welch says. 

The owner works to keep the restaurants 
future bright during these days of interstates 
and drive-through fast food, and her efforts 
haven t gone tin noticed by the outside world. 
“Disney came here to do a shoot for their 
Movie Surfers television series/’ she says. 
“Its for the Pixar film Cars about Route 
66 " Dmks like the Rock Cafes star wont 


i be dimming anytime soon, especially if 
I institutions like Disney are rolling our 66- 
I i nsp i red fi 1 m s a nd ca r i ng eito ugh to featu re 
Oklahoma locations. 

The road s legacy has managed to blur 
international borders as well, proven by the 
overseas clubs big on traveling Route 66. 
A stop at the Sapulpa landmark known as 
FREDDIPS B-B-Q AND STEAKHOUSE is al ways 
in order. Edmond Slyman, nephew of the 
Freddies namesake and irs current owner, 
says Freddies was evidently so unforgettable 
to a group of British motorcyclists that they 
placed an impromptu call to Slyman last 


January, wishing him a Happy 2006 five 
years after visiting. “They asked, 'Do you 
remember us coming through there a few 
years back?’" Slyman says. An excellent 
host, of course he remembered the English 
cyclists. They were planning another trip 
down the Mother Road and immediately 
rhought of Freddie’s, longing for the tender 
cuts of meat, the huge portions, and the 
family-friendly environment. 

Dinners, including the much-loved filet 
mignon, are accompanied by a loaded place 
crowded with tabbouleh, hummus, cabbage 
rolls, and barbecued ribs and bologna. “Peo- 
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Ttie Metro Diner is wortd famous for its 
burgers, shakes, and vintage d^or, 

pie are in a hurry today^ says Sly man, who 
is of Lebanese descent, “but we remember 
years ago, when the old-fashioned dinnertime 
was a long, drawn-ouc event where people 
would have mezzit — -the Lebanese version 
of hors d'oeuvres — and enjoy family time 
together* That’s the type of atmosphere we 
wanted to have at Freddies." 

Atmosphere is what the METRO DtNER^ — ^up 
the road a piece — has in spades. Famous 
for its doo-wop, fifties decor, and with 
out-of-this-world cheeseburgers and soda 
glasses brimming with real shakes and malts, 
this Tulsa eatery caters to locals and tour 
groups alike. 

‘Some diners 
have existed 
aiongside Route 
66 so iong you’d 
be hard pressed to 
recognize the road 
without them.’ 


“We have regulars like Noel, whos come in 
two or three times per day the past eighteen 
years for coffee — has kind of the 'Norm' of 
the Metro," says Chris Felthous, longtime 
Metro manager* “And we see all kinds of 
international guests, like the busload of 
German tourists who couldn't wait to show 
me a travel miigazine that had written up the 

The Rock Cafe in Stroud is popular for its 
chicken-fried steak, featured in the February 
2006 issue of magazine* 


Metro Diner, in German, of course." 

With catchy-sounding meals like “The 
Long Way to Santa Fe" and "Route 66 
Breakfast," Metro Diner strives to serve 
great food to all who enter. “We have the 
friendliest service In Oklahoma," Felthous 
claims. “Our wait staff is like a family." 

In Vinita, “family" is a serious word. 
Proprietor Melissa Patrick, along with hus- 
band Dennis, is a fourth-generation owner 
of CLANTQN^S CAFE, the oldest family- run 
restaurant along Oklahomas Route 66 cor- 
ridor. Her great-grandfather, “Sweet Tater" 
Clanton, was a farmer who started cooking 
for folks in 1927, banging a pot to attract 
customers to his vittles. Todays patrons 
might be lured by a different kind of siren 
song, a February 2006 write-up in Gourmet. 
“I guess its caused a few extra people to seek 
us out," Patrick says modestly. 

Clantons may also be one of the few places 
on the route to serve calf fries, also known 
as prairie oysters, cowboy caviar — or calf 
testicles, “1 doubt weVe the only restaurant 
in the state to offer them ” Patrick says. 
“After all, this is Oklahoma!" At Clanton s, 
calf fries are cut into chunks and fried in a 
special breading, then served with aside of 
horseradish. “Yes," Patrick says, laughing, 
“they really do taste like chicken." Stomach 


More Road Food 


TWELVE MORE CLASSIC 
MUSTEATS ALONG THE MOTHER ROAD 

• Elk City: Country Dove Gifts and Tea Room, 
(580) 225-7028 

• Oklahoma City: Ann's Chicken Fry House. 
(405) 943-8915; and Classen Grill, 

(405) 842-0428 

• Clinton: Jiggs Smoke House, 

(580) 323-5641 

• Bethany: Harbor House Restaurant, 

(405) 470-1212 

• Sayre: Picket Fence Cafe, 

(580) 928-9997 

• Texola: Windmill Restaurant and Trading, 
(580) 526-3965 

• Tulsa: Coney Island, (918) 587-2821; 
Ollie's Staton Restaurant, (918) 446- 
0524; and the 5 & Diner, (91 8) 828-3467 

• Miami: Waylan'sKu-Ku Burger, 
(918)542-1696 

• Weatherford: Downtown Diner, 
(580)774-1234 



« ♦ « ♦ « 

and Steak House 



Lebanese dishes at Freddie’s in Sapulpa 
are an International accompaniinent to the 
restaurant's main fare. 

won't take on such dares? Try Clantons 
mouthwatering chicken-fried steak, spot- 
lighted in the recent issue of Gourmet. 

Eye-catching turquoise paint and the 
historic neon “EAT" sign entice highway 
travelers to pull in. “We re friendly, clean, 
and not overpriced," Patrick says. Speaking 
of money, if your change at the register 
comes to fift)^ cents or more, expectashiny 
half-dollar from the till. 

In much the same way Route 66 has 
become a destination rather than a mere 
thoroughfare, the restaurants that populate 
the road are more chan just places to stop 
and dole out your trips dining budget. They 
arc a living, breathing part of Americana, 
serving up food that s seasoned with history 
enough to comfort a weary wanderers soul. 
Each diner offers an opportunity to learn 
more about our country's migratory roots 
and how we as travelers still keep Americas 
artery pumping. 

“Route 66 remains a highway with a 
thousand echoes,” Marian Clark says. 
“And we're adding our own memories 
every time we experience the simple 
pleasures along it." 

Coine h u ngry, kme Juli and always call 
first to clwch each establishments hours. 0ant&tis 
Cafe, 319 East Illinois in Vinita, (918) 256- 
9053; Freddie^s B-B-C) and Steakhouse, 
!425 New Sapulpa Road in Saptdpa, (918) 
224-4301 orfivddiesbbq.com; Johnnids Grid 
301 South Rock Isknd Avenue in El Reno, (405) 
262-472 1 ; Metro Diner, 3001 East Eleventh 
Street in Tuka^ (918) 592-2616; and the Rock 
Cafe, 1 14 West Main in Stroud, (918) 968- 
3990 or rockcafiroutc66vom. 
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1, Miami 

2. Vinita 

1 1 . Edmond 

3, Foyil 

12. Oklahoma City 

4. Claremore 

13. Hydro 

5. Tulsa 

14. Weatherford 

6. Sapulpa 

15. Clinton 

7. Bristow 

16. Elk City 

8. Depew 

17. Cheyenne 

9. Stroud 

18. Sayre 

10. Arcadia 

19. Erick 


feiD ImdkiMiiii tfe mik 

Oklahoma's Finest 
Native American/ 
Western fic Country 
Fashions and Accessories 

Buffalo 

SUN 

On Route 66 in Miami, OK 
(9i8) 542^8870 

Providing Quaiity for Rfteen Years. 



*'Don’t just ask for a burger, ask for Waylan’s*” 
9t5 N. Main on Route 66 in Miami > OK * (918) 542*1696 



Visit the Wineries of Old Route 66 


summerside's exclusive 

ROUTE 66 
Red AND White 

Tastings Qx Tours 
Qourmet Deli Items 
Music on the Patio 


iunmer»ide 

vincytiRcls 
■■J tuIncKy A fOTt afjca 

WINES AS MEMORAPLE 
AS THE MOMENT 


Route 66 at 1-44 in Vinita, OK 
1-888*508*9463 
5ummersidevineyards.com 




Visit the Wineries of Old Route 66 


BOLD, 

drL|/ 

SH^eet... 

a tantalizing variety of 
the finest wines for every 
mood and taste. 


Nx!^INt;RY O 
ViNfZYAROS 


Near Route 66 • Chelsea, OK 
(918) 789^9463 
www.OakHi 11s Wi ne ry. com 





)QoG.dLildLft Kickj 


27 th Annual 






&cm^ 

ItoStlTOl 


CLAREMORE. OKLAHOMA 



Claremore Expo 



September 8 & 9 


• World s Largest Private 
Firearms Collection 

Concerts • Cor Show 


* Native American Artifacts 6 

Mid-America Chili Cook-Off 


Western Memorabilia 

Arte & Crafts * Quilt Show 


• Giftsbop and more 

Children's Kiddie Korral 


Admission fy donation. 

(918) 341-2818 
(877) 34 1 -8688 
www.dar 0 more.org 


Open S:30-5:00 M-S, h 00-5: DO Sunday 
3J3 N. Lyim Riggs BlviJ (Hiry 661 
916.3^1.5707 


Best Rates 
in Town! 

Claremore Motor Inn 

Free Ht-Speed Winders 

FivcHBOScfsoadCiilli 

1709 Lymi Riggs Blvd. 
on Histone Route 66 
(918) 343-4545 or (800) S28-4540 
www*ani66-com 




Daily Sf)edab 


I6J6 W. Will Ri’igeni 
(918) 341-7333 
Tiic-'Sun^ 11 a.m, to 9 p. 

hntnmetthtiu^.ecmi 


Will Rogers: The Man 
and the Highway. 



MfMQ^iAL MUSEUMS 

MtIwSiS 

mywamw 




www.willr ogers .com 






MdteL 




CUUIEIIIIORE'S 
NEWEST & FINEST 


■ Honeyrnoon & Whiripool Suites 

■ Free Hi-Speed Internet 

* Free Super-Starter Breakfast 

* AARR AAA & Corporate Rates 

* Meeting Room 

• Free HBO and Local Calls 

• Guest Laundry 

• Refrigerators & Microwaves 


(866) 302-6438 

(918) 34 1-2323 • 3 Uper 6 .com 
1 mile off Boute 66 on Hwy 20E 


Where THE 
Mother Road 
Meets 

Main Street 

Experience Historic 
Downtown 
Claremore 

Over 35,000 square feet of 
Antiques & 


CD^REMORE 



Main Sthket 

(918) 341-5881 
ww w*cla remore-org 



WORLD'S LARGEST TOTEM POLE 

A ROUTE 66 LANDMARK 

E O <3 /XL l_ O W AY S> 

TOTEM POLE PARK 

Open Daily • Free Admission 
4 mi. E of Rouije 66 on Hwy. ISA, Foyil 




Congratulations, 
Mother Road, 
on 80 years! 

RV PARK 


<0KLAH0^ 

44 HOOK-UPS 


) u s { 

2Q/30 amp * Limited 50 amp 

Al the comer of Dupont and Hwy. 20 West 
400 Vfctefans For^eway 
Oomora.OK 740 1 7 

(9f8; 142-5357 

After hour^r9/3J 283*32 i 2 


(bbj 

Peggy Annstrong, 

Rogers Comfy 
Rogers County Courthouse 
(918} 341-2518 

wwwxlaremoreexpo.com 




OV Dutchman’s 


BAKERY 

Amish Goods 
Baked Fresh Daily 

2 miles N of Claremore 
□n Historic Route 66 

( 918 ) 341-7505 

Mention this ad and receive 20% off. 


i 
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Best Value 
Under The Sun"'* 


* Free Continental Breakfast 

• High Speed Internet 

• Outdoor Pool 

* Local Calls 


Located on Historic Route 66 
(87?) 343-3297 
www.daysinn.com 

$10 off any room. Restrictions may apply. 




















E3 TULSA E3 
TREASURES 


Shop a Route 66 Landmark 


Two Great Kicks on 66 


Indian Arts & Crafts 
Silver Jewelry 
Pendleton Blankets 


Gifts & Collectibles 
Tulsa Memorabilia 
Route 66 Souvenirs 


At ihe Hfstoric Worehouse Market Building on Route 66 
401 East 1 l lh SL, TuIso * 918-5S2-6372 



Famous Homemade Meringue Pies 
Chicken Fried Steak • Burgers * Shakes 


3001 E. 1 1 th St. in Tulsa • (918) 592-26 1 6 



“DECO fO DISCO 
VIJCf^QE 

Clothing and Accessories 


Now on Historic Cherry Street 
1508 EJSth • 918.592.2070 
Tue.“Sat. 11-6; Sun. 12-4 



r t ) A 

^ ConventioFi & Bureau 

www.visittulsa.com 

1.800.558.S311 


Be Dazzled. 



snow iwureco-stylewlth earth frfen^ 


shoes sklncflj-e 
bags housewares 3'“^ 

cJoltTtr >5 and more! 

Come visit us on Cherry Street!! 

1 608 e. ! Stfi Sl • Tulsa. OK 74120 
(910) 592-9292 



NEXT DOOR TO ROUTE $6 HARLEY-DAVtOSON’ 


Fabulous Fifties’ 

Diner Experience 

Open 7 Days A Week 

enamr ^ §:Q0A,m.-ii:00Rm 

Set n d«y- fhar^efty 6 :Q0A . f 0; OOR M. 

364i S- MEMORtAL^ TULSA ^ 9fB^82$^3467 
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ROUTE 66 BUSINESS LEAGUE OF TULSA 

1 ^ 

Dedicated to the Preservation and H 

Restoration of Historic Route 66 along H 

Admiral Place and East 11th St. in Tulsa. 1 

Painnnfl!>Ter GjUision Tatly’s Good Food Cafe 

Dolphin Pool & SuppJv 

■ (918)836-8668 

(918)835-8039 

(9)8)838-7670 ' ■ 

Big Time Pawn 

E^t Wing Restaurant 

Transco Supplv Co. 

■ (918)835-9292 

{918)838-9464 

(918)438T)98() ■ 

D(sert 1 liOs Motel Cache River Cafe 

Patterned Concrete 

■ (918)834-3311 

(918) 838 3000 

(918)437 8162 ■ 

Ffltnilv Diner 

Gary Ritter Painting 

All Saw Service 

■ (918)832 0180 

(918)951-3010 

{918)592-2237 ■ 

Great American 

South 8c Fast 

Sanduaky Avenue 

Flea Market 

Alliance of Tulsii 

OiHstiiin Oiurcb 

■ {918)834-6363 

(9)8)4390432 

{918)8344427 ■ 


TULSA kicks ON 66! 













specializing in Fine Imported and 
Domestic Cheese and Chocolate 

1523 E. 15th Street 
Historic Cherry Street. Tulsa 
(918)582-1523 
I a do n n ason I ine com 


Also fgaturtng quality Made in Oklahoma products. 



Landmark Lodging 
on the Mother Road 

step back in history while enjoying 
today 's conveniences. 


* True "morr>’3n<f-pop " hotel 
experience 

-• Great rates, tree HBO, laundry 
and kitchenettes 


5220 t..llth Street in Tulsa 
(918) 834^311 
www.DeseHHillsTulsa.com 



Introducing the 
Route GG Omelet! 

Fresh, cooked-to-order 
breakfast lunch, and dinner 

Join us (or the hesl 
teod and service on Route BE! 

Cache River Cafe 

10117 E. 11th St. • Tulsa, OK 
(918) 838-3000 



Be Surprised. 


r « I ) A 

^ Convention & Visitors 

wvww,vfsittulsa,com 

1.800,558.3311 




12 mHes SW of 


Bartlesville, OK on Hwy 123 


ttCOlAQCC. 


918-336*0307 

1-888-WOOLAROC 


MUSEUM & WILDLIFE PRESERVE WWW.WQOlOfOC.Org 








Tulsa s Best Place for 
Books and Magazines 



3-voiuine boxed set: $69.95 


On Sale Now 

Historic Tulsa Homes 



Vd.l 


Vol.2 


ir' J 

VoL3 


$20 each. 

Slipcases available for $9,95 




T^oddLiidLe Kick 3 



the Original 

^preddie’s 

^S«k'r'...It.Aiin' 5.tAftb Q{ni.kn:n 


Try our well-known steaks, BBQ, tabouli, 
cabbage rolls, or any of our other delicious dishes! 

On Historic Route 66 in Sapulpa 

1425 New Sapulpa Road • (918) 224-4301 
www.freddieshhq.com 

Watch h>r the new exit off Turner Turpikir, opening; soon, for easier access to Freddie's! 



SHOP, DIKE &PUY 

IMDIMWIHSAraiM 

The Heart of Route 66 


SAPULPA * MAIN * STREET 

IQlLDeifgy* Sapulpa, Qll74j)Gfi 
(0IS) 224-57D9 • sapulpamainsheeLcom 


Dine in one of our many restaurants, and shop 
in our unique specialty stores^ Friendly people, 
dtanning atmosphere...you'll uiant to return 
again and again! 

Visit ournew, one-of-d kind 
ptdy ground, Heritage Park. 



A Private 
Roadside Retreat 


The charm of the open road»k indoors. 

• Right off Route 66 

• Whimsical nostalgic fumishijigs 

• All the comforts of home 


Route 66 Cottage 

308 South Maple • Bristowi OK 
(918) 850-3083 

www«route66cottagi!,com 



Visit the historic Frisco 
Depot and Museum. 

Join us for the Western Heritage 
Days & Rodeo, August 11 & 1 2* 

Bristow Chamber of Commerce 

One Rail Road Place 
(918) 367-5151 
WWW* B r i sto wOK .o rg 


Bristow, OK 


A Historic Route 66 Tow^ 



Visit the Wineries of Old Route 66 


Come to Stroiitl, 
Okfa/i077Ui’s 
capital Join U5 
/r>r a listing and 
visit our 0ft shop. 
Reserve our guest 
cottage for your 
next sf>ecra( eluent. 



Two Bedroom 
Queen Sleeper 
Continental Breakfast 
Cable TV 

P^ts & Kids \?tfelcome 


Your Route 66 Hideaway 


Cottage on Route 66 

Bristow, OK 
( 405 ) 519-3510 


Contoct Chorlsie Hummel For 
your real estate needs. 



For the LOWEST Prices on Quality 
Home Furnishings 8; Appliances 


roots 

^ioviwWwn 

FUI>mT1JI>[ i AmiAHCEE 

305 N. Main • Bristow, OK 
(918) 367-3324 
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VISIT HISTORIC STROUD 

Cj/rL 




aJuhniL 


Take a step l)aek to yesten'ear 
at The Rock Cafe, a Mother 
Road land mark* 


Taste the niaj^ie of Route 
66 at Stable Ridge 
Vineyards. 


Experience European Ht\1e on 
Americans Mother Road at The 
Wine Village. 


City of Stroud (918) 968-2890 
Stroud Chamber of Crmioieree (918) 968-3321 
. c i tv^o fstroud .CO in 


Commemorative 
Oklahoma Centennial 
Pendleton Blanket 



Limited Edition, Designed by Harvey Pratt 



• Exclusive Pendleton design 

• Limiccd to 1,000 signed and 
numbered blankets 

• Authorized ^ the OkJalioma 
Centennial C]!onimission 



Call (405) 260-1228 
www.bri gh is idet radi IS g. to m 



Come on down to 
HUlbUlee's Cafe 


Btirgers and BBQ 
done riglitl 

Mon. & Tue. Lunch only 
WeiL-Sat. Lunch & Dinner 
Closed Sundays 

On Hvty. 66 
in Arcadia 
U05) ^96-9600 




Ri^ur Across rue. 

SaIZKI IhJ AaCAPfA 
C^ui- FOR. Re.$E.Q.vA.r^(OisiS 

(405) 396-9600 


DriuE In or Dine In. 



ffnakfmi CAFE 


an Oklahoma City Original 


^ Three Qraat Locations.^ ^ 

4gth ft f1. Porrland * 4aih ft H. Penn ' 24th ft S. Ulesrem 

/eg ruling Schujohi Ofd Foshtontd SmohEiI UldnEr^ 










Experience the Heart of Oklahoma 
on America’s Main Street 


LibertyFest, Edmond’s Fourth of July Festival 
July U4. (405) 341 '4336 


Qreose, presented by Summerstock Productions, 
June 29-Juiy I and July 6-8, (405) 249^7477 


Concerts in the Park Series » Every Tltursday evening 
during June and July at Hafcr Park, 9rh and Bryanfi 7:1 5 
pan .--B: 30 p*m. 


Edmond’s Farmer’s Market, Open ever>^ Saturday 
and Wednesday at Festival Market Place, First Street 
just west of Broadway in DouTitown Edmtmd, 8 a.m.— 1 p.in. 


For information about the many events and activities in Edmond, 

go to www,edmondokxom or www.visitedmondok-com 



.OKLAHOMA, 


\>OC'*S' 


Antiques 
Jewelry 
ISl a va i o Rugs 
R>lUry 



1511 E. AAain^ Weatherford 

(SSO) 772-2277 
www*d oc I on gh orn ,com 


Visit Oklahoma’s 
Oldest Indian Store 

Amertcdn Indian Bead work 
Blankets- Baskets 
Pottery - Supplies - Hides 


One mile east of Clinton 
on Histork Route 66 

( 580 ) 321-2160 




ENJOr RftRM FRESH CATFISH, STEAKS AND SHRIMP 
COOKED JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE ’EM. 



Simonas Catch 


Western Oktahoma*s Favorite Catftsh 

(580) 225-8400 * Located on Route 4 in Elk City, OK 








dL& idle 




Home of the Famous 

Route 66 
French Silk Pie 


610 W. 3rd . Elk Cily, OK 
(580) 225-7028 



In the Elk City Museum Complex 

1 W. Hwy. 66 • Eik City, OK 
580 - 225-6266 


Two Great Kicks on 66 i 

National Route 66 Museum 


National Route 66 
Transportation Museum 




DISCOVeR 

JliSTORV 


iiaruRaLLy 

aLonc- Rouxe cg 


GREAT PLAINS 
TRAIL Of 

OKLAHOMA 


cheyeme heritage trail 


lASHmBirTimELO 

list III «m 


, Plan your vacation today. 

Roger Mills County 
I www.rogermills.org 

^ USDA Black Kettle National Grasslands 
www.fs.fed.ys/r3/cibola/districts/black 


Great Plains Trails of Oklahoma 
www.wildltfedepartment.com/wildlifetrails 


Western National Parks Association 
www.wnpa.org 


Washita Battlefield National Historic Site 
Cheyenne, OK • (580} 497^2 742 
WWW . n ps . go v/ wa ba 



HK 


cirr 


OLD TOWN 
IMOSEOMS 


Elk City’s 

Old Town Museum 

Revisit Pioneer Life 
in Western Oklahoma 


Eik City Museum Complex 
2717 W. High way 66 
580-225-6266 



Oki..\hom,a’s painter 

OF 

HORSES & HiSTORy 


1971 


• Art Gallery • Homestead 

• Nature Trails ■ Birding 

Nhsm Ji I ns NO Ann s in nfi scesic 
HKU inLLTkOK OKLAHOMA 

XT METCMIE MUSEUM Xr 

Rl. I. Bos 25 Dnrham. OK. 7.1642 
53TI-65 54467 ^A'WVk.irictt.-alfcmtiiKUJti.prg 



BLBCK KETTLE 
POST 


Handmade 

Western 

Luxury 

Home 

Furnishings 


320 Broadway in Cheyenne 


(5S0) 497-3515 



Vacation Getaway 

• Territorial Style Hotd 

* Chuck Wage HI GKikoiit 

• Trail Ride^ 

* Individuals, Families, Group*! 

Coyote Hills Guest Ranch 
Cheyenne, OK 
(580) 497^3931 

coytitch [ 1 1 sgu fsi fane h . com 












Annual Route 66 
Yard Sale 
First Saturday 
in June 


Annual Route 66 
Hoot Si Scoot 
Last Saturday 
in September 


Shorigrass 

Country 

Museum 


Historic 
Courthouse, 
Featured 
in jT6e Grapes 
of Wrath 


Sayre Chamber of Commerce (580) 928-3386 
Sayre Main Street (580) 928-2514 

www.sayreok.net 




Chfistian Retreat Refuge 
Working Oklahoma Ranch 
Pairttbali Archery 
Horseback Riding 
Swimming & Ropes Course 
Hunting Fishing 
Red River Canoeing 
Nature Troils 

Bird Watching & Wildlife Viewing 


Three and a half miles from 1-40 on Route 66 in Sayre, OK 
(580) 928-2074 • www.redriverranchretreotiCom 

R.ed R.iver R.dmd 


Americinn 

LODGE & SUITES 


Quiet Nights 
Rest Assured 


2405 S. El Camino 
Sayre, OK 
(580) 928-2700 
WWW, Americinn. coni 



Consider us 
Home” in Sayre. 



Rosebud Collage 
Red & Rreakfasi 

706 Nordi I oiirih. S<ivre, Uhlahoma 
ll8o) 938-1121 or liSo! 729- H60 
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'Get your kicks on Route siKty-six.' — Bobby Troup's ''Route 66" 


Oklahoma Todays Route 66 Events Guide 

Activities and Happenings 

By Megan Rossman 


Claremore 

Claremore Expo Center 400 Veterans. July i , Aug 5. 
Wild Nations Barrel Race. July 2 ’4. Patriot Guard 
Riders Ralty. July 8, Chelsea Police Department Benetil 
Bull Bide. July 9, Jett Williams’ Tulsa Motorcycle Swap 
Meet. July 15, Aug 26, ABBA Barrel Race. Aug 2, Bed 
Cross Blood Drive. Aug 12, Palomino Horse Show Aug 
26, Boer Goat Sale. {91 B) 342-5357 

Edmond 

UbertyFest Festivities July 1 -4, Downtown & UCO 
Campus. (405) 340-2527 

Plunkett Park 2nd & University. July 1-9, Two Gentlemen 
of Verorta. July 1 3-Aug 6, Titus Adronicus. Aug 10-31, 
The Taming of the Shrew. (405) 340-1222 

Bar-B-Q Dinner A Dance July 21 , Edmond Senior 
Center (405) 216-7600 

Oklahoma City 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Juty 1 , Roy Bookbinder. July 
7, Last Train Home. Aug 1 1 , Doug Haywood. (405) 
524-0738 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. July 11-15, 
Fiddler on the Roof. Juty 25-29, GodspeiJ. Aug 8-12, 
Cabaret. (405) 524-9312 

Cox Business Services Convention Center 1 Myriad 
Cardens. July 1 -2, OKC Summer Classics Dog Show. 
July 23-25, The International Order of the Rainbow for 
Girls Supreme Assembly 2006. Juty 29-31, Wholesale 
Markets Trade Show. (405) 602-8500 

Ford Center 100 W Reno. July 7, Champions on Ice. 

Juiy 21-22, Praise Fast 20C6, July 27. Tim McGraw 
and Faith Hill. Aug 4-5, Bullnanza-OKC. (405) 602- 
8700 

JRB Art at the Elms 2810 N Walker July 1-2, Brooks 
Tower Mosaics, July 7-30. BJ White Abstract 
Paintings. July 7-30, Faces of Paseo Portraits by 
Mabrie Ormes. Aug 4-27, The Formidable Five: TC 
Cannon, Marvin Embree, George Oswalt, Noet Torrey A 
BillWallo. (405! 52B-6336 

Hat’l Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 1 700 
NE 63rd. July 1 Juty 23, Early Rodeos in the Extreme 
Sports Tradition. July 1 - Aug 3 1 , Prtx de West 
Exhibition. July 22, Hailonal Cowboy Day Celebration , 
Aug 5-31 . Those Who Served the U.S. Army on the 
Frontier. (405) 478-2250 


Omniplex 2100 NE 52nd. July 1 -31 . UCO Senior 
Art Exhibit. July 1-Aug 1 , Richardson’s Fractal Art 
Exhibition, July 1 -Aug 31 , Aviation Artwork. July 1- 
Aug 31, ExploraZone: Color In Motion. July 1-Aug 
31. Fighter Pilot: Operation Red Flag. July 1-Aug 
31 , Greece: Secrets of the Past. July 1-Aug 31, 
Perspectives; Revealing Wonder A Relevance in the 
Eyes of a Child. (405) 602-6664 
State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 10th. July 1-2, Sooner Gun 
Show. July 1 -8, National Appaloosa Horae Show. 

July 3, Speedway Auto Races with Fireworks. July 
7. 14, 21, 28. Aug 4, 1 1 , Speedway Auto Races. 

July 7-9, Metcalf Hunting & Fishing. July 8-9, Aug 
11-13, Buchanan’s Antiques & Collectibles. July 12- 
17, Original Free RV A Boat Show, July 14-15, Ham 
Holiday #28 Radio Convention. July 17-30, Greater 
Oklahoma Hunter Jumper Horse Show. July 2E23. 
OKC Gun Show. July 21-23. Summer Boat Clearance. 
July 22, August 26, 4th Saturday Computer Sale, Juty 
29. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Expo. Aug 4-6, 
OKC Kennel Club B-OB Match A Jr. Achievement. 

Aug 5-6, RK Gun & Knife Show. Aug 1 M2. 2006 OK 
County Free Fair. Aug 11-13, Gun, Knife & Outdoor 
Equipment Show. Aug 1 M3, OK Hunting & Outdoor 
Show. Aug 11-13. Summer Shootout Barrel Racing. 
Aug 12, OK Jr, Uvestock Committee Premium Auction. 
Aug 19, March of Dimes Bikers for Babies MC Event. 
Aug 19, OKC Indian Clinic Powwow. Aug 20, Jeff 
Williams Oklahoma Motorcycle Swap Meet. Aug 23- 
27, A Children’s Toy & Clothing Consignment Sale. 

Aug 26-31, Team Pen America Championship. (405) 
948-6704 

Foyr^ of July Celebration July 3-4. Bricktown. (405) 
236-4143 

Jesus Mo roles: Broken Eartti July 7-Aug 31 , Untitled 
ArtSpace. (405) 815-9995 

Bowling for Rtiines Fundraiser July 8. Heritage Lane. 
(405) 475-0262 

2006 Bricktown nationals July 14-16, Oklahoma River. 
(405) 831-2279 

Soonercen July 15-16, Bricktown Central Plaza Hotel. 
(405)632-2848 

Water Garden Tour July 15-16, Citywide. (405) 787- 
7966 

Women in Agile ulbjre St Small Business Conference 

Aug 10-11. Clarion -Meridian Hotel & Conference 
Center. (580) 832-3661 


Family Fun Fest Aug 19, Washington Park. (405) 424- 
5243 

Run With the Bulls Aug 19, Stockyards City. (405) 235- 
7267 

101 Wild West Rodeo Aug 17-19, Rodeo Grounds. (580) 
763-7443 

Tulsa 

Expo Square 4145 E 21st. July 1 , 4-8, 12-15, 19-22, 
Horse Racing. July 1,8. 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 

26, Tulsa Flea Market. Juty 1-4. Tulsa Hotiday Circuit 
Ouader Horse Show. July 8. Thomas Horse Sale, July 
12-14, 16-21 , Palomino Youth World Show. July 14-16, 
An Affair of the Head. July 20, Moscow State Qrcus, 
July 22-23, Ceramic Greater Tulsa Show. Aug 10-13, 
American Miniature Horse Association Central Regronai 
Show. Aug 1 M 3, IICOT Powwow of Champkjns, Aug 
1 2, Sutton Avian: Wild Brew. Aug 1 4-20, Relched 
Celebration. Aug 1 9-20, Sooner Gun Shows: Grand 
National Gun S Knife Show, Aug 23-27, NSBA World 
Championship Show. Aug 25-27, Green Country RV 
Show & Sale. Aug 26-27, Barber Cutoff, Aug 26-27. 
Oklahoma Pinto Horse Show. (91 8) 744-1 1 1 3 


OETA Program Notes 


JULY 

1 2; Woody Guthrie^ 8 

7h^ iife and music &fan Oklahoma kon 
19: James DeaOt 9 p.ni. 

j 4 jj examifuttkn of Amcrka*s hod-hoy actor 
25s Oklahoma Votes 2006, 8 p.m. 

An onaiysis of the nates primary election resuts 
26: Waiter Cronkitei 8 

Ihh episode of American Masters focuses on the former 
CBS Eifcning Neios anchor 

AUGUST 

16; Edward R» Murrow; This Reporter, 7 p*m. 

Use career of the man who inspired the foim Good 
Night, and Good Luck 

23? Arthur MiUer, Elk and the Bladdist: None 

Without SiH} B p.m. 

One mans 1952 testimor^ kad to desnoyed liues. 


CALENDAR 


S7 




Mamas, please let your babies 
grow up to be Cowboys. 


Jordan, 2022 OSU Graduate 



His future is in yours. 

Scholarships ensure their future 

i— Contact us to make a difference today. 


OK.LAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 

1.800.622.4678 


www.osuf.org 






Learning to Make a Wish 


Gilcrease Museum 1400 N Oilcrease. Jul^ 5-7, 
Watercolor Wonder Workshop. July 8, 15 J Can't 
Draw a Straight Line Worltshop. July 22, 29, Aug 5, 

12. 19. 26, Mixed-Media Monotypes Workshop. (918) 
596-2700 

Philbrooh Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford. July 1-2, 
Waking Dreams. July 1 -Aug 31 , Villa Philbfook, July 6. 

13. 20.27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Life Drawing: Open 
Studio. (405) 749-7941 

River West Festival Park 2106 S Jackson, July 4, Tulsa 
Salutes Freedom, July 1 1 , 15, 25, Starlight Band 
ConGert. (913) 596-2001 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 110 E 2nd. July 1. Opa! 

A Celebratlor> of International Dance. 1, 2, 6-8, A Year 
with Frag &Toad, July 1, 8. 14-15, South Pacific. July 
1 -2, The Lion King. July 1 -2. B. The Sorcerer. July 2, 

A Tour of India. July 5, 7. 9. 11 . 13, The Little Barber 
of Lavaples. July 7-8, An Intimate Evening With Jared 
Tyler & Friends. July 9, Finding the Right Dress. July 
14, Janet Rutland: Recipe for Love. July 14-15, Babes 
In Arms. July 15, Irish Rockin' & Reelin'. July 21-23, 
26-29, Bat Boy: The Musical, July 21 -23, 27-29, 
Karaoke: The Musical. July 21-23, 28-29, Only Four 
People Know This: The Crone Chronicles &Tartuffe 
Born Again, Aug 4-6, 10-12, Picasso at the Lapin 
Agile. Aug 4-6, 10-12, Running on Indian Time. Aug 
4-6, 10-12. Urinelown. Aug 6, Pam Van Dyke: Jaz 2 lcal 
& Class. Aug 10, Rebecca Ungerman: Never Before 
Released. Aug 1 1 , Puppets Gone Wild 3-D. Aug 12, 
TInkerbell Is Dead. (918) 596-7122 
Tulsa Zoo & Uvirrg Museum 6421 E 36th Street North. 
July 1 , Starry Safari Around the Globe. July 1 -Aug 31 , 
Free Frosty Fridays. July t-Aug 31. Wings of Wonder 
Butterfly Exhibit. Aug 5, Thank You Tulsa Day. (918) 
669-6600 

Oklaftomaf July 1~Aug 19, Oiscoveryiand! (918) 245-6552 
Dlversafest; Oklahomans Music Conference Si 
Festival July 7-8, 18th & Boston. (918) 640-9519 
Worrderful World of Wood Annual Show Sr Sale July 
7-8, Tulsa Events Center (91 8) 628-0038 
The Art of Barbecue July 14-15, OU Tulsa Schusterman 
Campus. (91 B) 584-3333 

Iris Sale July 1 5, Tulsa Garden Center. (918) 746-5125 

Vinita 

Craig County Free Fair Aug 1-5, Craig County 
Fairgrounds. (918) 256-7133 
Annual Sidewalk Sale Aug 5, Downtown. (918) 256-7133 
Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo Aug 22-26, Will Rogers 
Rodeo Arena. (918) 256-7133 
Atl Settlers Day Aug 23, Cowboy Junction. (918) 256- 
7133 

Out & About 

AFTOH Ugly John's Annual Classic Car Show. Aug 26, 
Ugly's Bars Grill. (918) 782-4414 


Only by degree of excess have these backyard birthday parties changed. 
Daffodils still quake in the undefended beds; grass falls beneath bare 
or sneakered feet of twenty toddlers in new Sponge Bob bathing suits. 

The sun bounces off a blue inflated jumper, and the summer air is 
charged with carrying away the squeals of boys vying for the water 
slide. They become a school of rainbow fish in the shallow pool. 

In the middle of this chaos comes an ancient ritual: to make a wish. 

Even lag and T-ball tired, this dripping boy can blow four candles out. 

His face a small balloon, he's wishing; brother at his side and mother 

too, she’s wishing; camera-ready dad is surely wishing. Eyes closed 
or open, everyone is wishing. Then we sing the happy birthday dirge 
and cut through the cherry chocolate triple layers, avoiding wax, 

Birth to death, ifs like this: party, party, party. At intervals, we stop. 

We light a fire. We gather breath and find our deepest wish, Wish 
really hard. To fill ourselves with lemonade and cake, and party on. 

—Jane Vincent Taylor 

Jane Vincent Taylor is a writer living in Oklahoma City, 


BETRANV Tbe Oklahcman Centennial Freedom Festival, 
July 4, Eldon Lyon Park. (405) 789-5005 
BRISTOW Fourth of July Celebrallon, July 4, Lake 
Massena. (918) 367-5151 

BRISTOW Inf I Professional Rodeo Association Rodeo, Aug 
11-12, Rodeo Grounds at Brislow Sports Complex. (918) 
324-5190 

CHANDLER Chandler Fourth of July Celebration, July 4, 
Gall Cow Lake. (405) 258-0673 
CHANDLER Open Rodeo, Juy 28-29, High man Park. (405) 
258-0408 

CLINTON Hot Dog Daze Parade, Rodeo, and Wiener 
Nationals, July 21-22, Downtown, (580) 323-2222 
EL REND Ghosts Of Fort Reno Touns, July 15, Aug 19, 
Historic Fori Reno. (405) 262-3987 
EL RENO Canadian County Free Fair, Aug 23-26, 

Canadian County Faingrounds. (405) 262-0683 


FOSS Christmas in July, July 7-8, Foss State Park. (580) 
592-4433 

MIAMI Coleman Theatre, 103 N Main. July 6, South 
Pacific. July 28, Young & Hungry: Bluegrass Musicians 
Against Hunger. (918) 540-2425 

SAPULPA Freedom Festival & Cookout, July 4, Kelly Lane 
Park. (918)227-5151 

SAPULPA Sapulpa Royal Jazz Festival, July 27-29, 
Citywide. (918) 227-5151 

SAYRE PRCA Rodeo, July 21 - 22, Clly Rodeo Arena. [580} 
383-0857 

STROUD Fourth of July Celebration, July 4, Foster Park, 
(918)968-3321 

STROUD Midsummer Madness 5K Road Race, July 15, 
Stroud High School, (918) 968-3321 

YUKDN Veterans Tribute S Freedom Fest 2006, July 3 S 
4, City Park Chisholm Trail Park. (405) 354-8442 


Visit oklahomatodayxom or travelok.com for more listings 


Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm before attending any event. THe Events Guide is a free service 
published on a space- available basis. To be considered, please mall a notice of the event that includes date, place, 
address, and both a contact telephone number and a phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive at Okia- 
homa Trx/ay three calendar months prior to publication (i.e. November/December 2006 events must arrive by August 1). 
Events Guide, Oklahoma Today, 120 North Robinson, Suite 600. Oklahoma City. OK 73102. Fax: (405) 230-8650. Email: 
eventsguide@oKlahomatoday.com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 
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COLEMAN. HILLTOP. CHffiS HOPKWS; K2E CREW, STgPHAME FLQHES; BflfieEn. SCOTT MILLER^ R00£0. JEFF BELOEN^ GOOSPEU- WENPV MLFTZ: DOG DAZE PATRICIA NANNEV 
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^But down this Highway &G/America's Best Highway/ 1 look for joys unknown ." 
—from a poem writtejt to commemorate the Bwuion Derby by Tulsan L.R. Davee 



By Sherri Greenwood 


Ihing? are aHuiicr ai 

Wings cifWondcr: 

A live Buttcrfly^ 
&:penence at the Tulsa 
Zo(j. Mure than iwcniy 
species of buuefflies and 
moths gmee the xoo 
until September 30. 


It’s Jill nice on 
ice tonigjhL Sasha 
Cohen and Mkhctfe 
Kwan, gjidc into the 
Oklahoma Qty I W 
Center for tlic 


Head it) Watereolor 
Wonder at the Gilerease 
Museum in Tulsa and 
leam pinting basks 
during this three-day 
workshop. 9 a.m. 
7hmug)i July 7. 


Sptks will fly at Fwe^ 
dom Rest 2006 with the 
Okkiiama Qty Philhar- 


Todays the tasr day for 
frugal hnds at Humbug 
Days in Cbicmonc. 

The event also incEudts 
a Route 66 car shi)w. 
talent show, and dachs- 
hund races. Noon. 


Sontcihlngs btiidn’ in 
ililsa. Savor Hilltop 
Honey s lip balm and 
lotion STialght from 
the honeybee's hive. 
$ 2 -S 9 * 50 . liiUtopbujicy. 


us some enchanted 
evening at the hisGoric 
Coleman Theatre in 
Miami. Tonight onlyi 
die Tulsa Light Opera 
will perform South 
Dtcific. 7^30 pm. 


ntonic aaiimpanying 
the fireworks display at 
Diisholin Trail l*ark in 


Yukon. 8:30 pm. 


Le^ cramped^ Stretch 
out during the Mid- 
summer Madness 5K 
Road Race at Stroud 
High .School. A SIOD 
priKC awaits the winner 
of die open runners 
division. 7:30 a.im 


^ After hot eats* rhe 
S fried Lee cream is a 
U cool treat at Su Gist 
Modcana Calc in 
Chdsea. Vanilla scoops 
are itied in batter and 
covered with yummy 
loppins^. S3.99* 


In Fo^il, its all about 
l^ync. The town 
features a statue of local 
hem Andy Rayne. who 
won die 3.422-mile 
Bunion Dcrb)' along 
Route 66 io 192S. 


The Little Bather of 
Lampiis blends bcauti- 
ftd Spanish music with 
comedy at the Tulsa 
rVrforming Arts On ter. 
Today, 2 pra. ' I hrougli 
July 13. 


1 9CK1 are waiting to j 

be seen at f>wayne 
Roaikk Private 
Antique Car Museum 
in Chey'enne. Free tours 
by' appointment. 


Saddle up for a ride to 
the Route 66 Ifony 
Bridge on the Canadian 
River in Geary, 'fhe old 
brit%r was featured in 
die 1939 film vetsion of 
IIk Giapts 


Attention all swreci 
lovers! TIk word on 
Route 66 is that the 
Top Hat Dairy Bar in 
Foyil serves up a tasty 
ioc cream tioat called the 
Blown Dethy. $1.55 to 
$2.25. 


For a good time with 
string atuidicd. beat! 
to Miss fiiys Hisfuric^ 
Marionette Theater in 
GiandScr for an interac- 
tive exhibit. A Summer 


Tune iites when you'it 
having fun at the Gen- 
end IhomAS P Stafford 
Air and Space Museum 
in Weaiherfuid. hs dghi 
off Historic Roluc 66. 


sizzling. I^it 
over lice hot 


' and an ugliest dog 
contest. Today. 10 
a,m. TO 9 p.m. 


Tumble dtjwm Route 
66 to Ch.mdler for ibe 
debut everting of die 
annual Open Roden. 
Tonight, tatdi some de- 
down mpiog and hull 
riding. 8 p.m. Ihrotigh 
lomormw- 


Matt Stansberry is 
kicking our the jams at 
the UCO jazz Ub in 
Bdmond tonight* While 
youW digging on the 
runes, dig into some 
Hideaw-ay pizas). as well. 


CYibrfuI aemhats soar 
at Gotiipeil, a retdlii^ 
of Jesus' parables, ^r the 
Oklahoma City Qvic J 
Center Music Hall, 
8p.m.Thmu^ 

July 29. JH 


Atm youKclf for a tour 
nf theV(^hita Battle- 
fietd National Mistari- 
cal Site in Chcvimne. 
Free g^idcd trait tours, 8 
a,m. to 5 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


S UNDAY 
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Some Call Route 66 Historic. 

We call it our MAIN street. 

Museums • Shopping • Bed & Breakfast 
Winery & Vineyard • Vintage Movie Theater • Farmers Market 


2006-2007 LINCOLN COUNTY ON 
STAGE COMMUNITY THEATRE 

October 20, 21, 22, 26, 28, 2006 
Anybody Out There? by John Patrick 


JOIN US FOR OUR OKLAHOMA 
CENTENNIAL EVENTS: 

June 16, 2007 

Chandler Ice Cream Sociable 


January 5, 6, 1 2, 1 3, 2007 

More Fun Than Bowling, by Steven Dietz 

April 20,21,27, 28, 2007 

Grease, by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey 

Tickets to all performances are $7.50. 
Seniors & Students tickets are $6.00. 

For more information about these and 
other shows, call (405) 258-1718 


November 10, 2007 

Territorial Military Ball 

At the restored historical armory on Route 66. 

Tuesdays through Fridays, September through 

December, 2007 

Miss Fay’s Centennial Day 

Original marionette play. Thatcher Hoffman 

Smith Gallery at the Lincoln County Museum of 

Pioneer History. 


TRADE DAYS IN CHANDLER: 

Sponsored by the Chandler Senior Citizen Center. 

Always held the weekend before the third Monday of each month. 



( 405 ) 258-0673 


www.chandlerok.com 




(4^S8-067M f405) 258-1718 


Cut of Chj«3di.er • IBC Bank • Eirsi of Cuwot f.r • Ut'amrBAh^ 



My mind keeps going back to Oklahoma, It's my home and where 1 como from.' 

—Roger MiUer,'*Letdy America 
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SUNDAY MONDAY ' TUESDAY 'WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 






◄ 1 

Havte a ,sp!ash at Pretty 
LakeitiSapulpa. 
Ihree off^onc docksn 
picnic facilities, and 
a watcT^l aic among 
the many amenities at 
this 27-acre gpm. Open 
sunrise to sunsei . 


6 

On die softer side of 
Otebea. vbiroFS cm see 
the only kiHvwn Sean 
6c Roebuck tnail'ordcT 
house in Okhlioma. 
wkkh Wi'as built at UX)1 
Olive Smst back in 

mx 


20 

Leaking bar something 
to do during Romance 
Awareness Momh? 

Drop by GceetiAdd 
VincyanI in Cha ndler 
and sip the hnest In the 
luxurious Easting room. 
Noon to 5 p.m. 

27 

All aboard the 
g;ravy train, nest stop 
HillbilJee^s Cafe and 
Bed 6^ Breakl^ in At' 
cadia. where they V gpt 
the tastkst chicken-friod 
steak in town. 


'nid Maggk^ M Trolky 
siu right on Route 66 ai 
dicTulsa-.Sapulpa Union 
Railway Company in 
Sipulpa and was uno: 
used 55 an oflke (br a 
service station. 


◄ 14 

Don't let the name 
,«3tre you. Try the FJmo 
blknioa* Droppings at 
NjjiaTk Old-hash'- 
toned Conicfttons in 
Elk City. These r^amd, 
peanut, and chocolate 
tnrats cost S7.30 3. box. 

21 

If yotiW still in 
Chandler, moo-ve on to 
BeU Cow Lake Etpics' 
trUn Campground and 
I'raih and spend the 
night under the stars. 
IVimitivc and RV camp- 
ing available. 


8 

An olwcrvaiion lowen 
pink tables, and walking 
tfails make the Route 
66 I Vrk, located on the 
west side of Lake Over- 
holscr, Oklahoma Qtys 
new place to pby. 


Hit die n:Ktd and bead 
Co tlie Roger Miller 
Museum in Krick, a 
shrine filled with the 
Grammy winner's per- 
sonal items — even the 
cbtbcsofThts Ixidc 


There s no sea to see, 
but theies hlsioiy at the 
Tulsa Fort of Catoosa, 
the hirthcst Inland 
seapon in the U.S., at 
the Arkansas Historical 
Society Museum in 
Catoosa, 


Red in your taste buds 
lor Natinnal Catfish 
Month. Catch an 
all-ynmaiiHtat meal at 
Nets Cafic & Catering 
in Hydro, where fried 
catfish is sert'ed Ihiirs- 
day thmugh Saturday. 


Be taken up, up. and 
.itvay at Ciatesway Bal- 
loon Fttttval In Ttil'a, 
Events include a htw-air 
balloon race, carnival 
rkks, tojem show, and 
more. 4 to I U p.m, 
Thruii^ tomormw. 


22 A 

Giddyup to Vinita for 
i the Will Ro^rs Memo- 
Hal Rodeo, where 
about 300 contestants 
will tompetc lor mote 
than 150,000 In prue 
money. 8 p.m. I hrough 
August 26, 


< 29 

Its a summer swimmers 
partidhs at Arcadia 
IjtUe east of Edmond. 
.^ifcty fi rst! Make sure to 
wear a Coast Guaid-ap- 
proved lifc jackcL S7 per 
cadoad lor swiimnlng. 


16 

Stop by the Old Ter- 
ritorial Jail InTexola. 
Some say the 
crime rate 
lowered in the 
1 930s during [he 
winter bejcausc ol die 
windowless }ail. 

23 ► 

rhitJiigli Jantiary 7. 
dicck out the Those 
Who Served the U.S. 
Army on the Frontier 
exhibit at the Nadonal 
Cowboy Sc Western 
Heritage Museum In 
Oklahoma City. 


17 

Ever lived tn two states? 
Learn how some people 
do that v'cry^ thing at 
die iOOtk Mevidian 
i Museum In Eiick. The 
mti%um lelb the story 
of the tine that divides 
Texas and Oklahoma. 


Rummage through great 
deals at the Annual 
Sidewalk Sole todav 


in dtnvmown Vinita. 


7 a.m. 


30 

See what's kickin' on 
lilt Arkansas River as 
you pass over it cm die 
Cyrus Avciy M«norm] 
Route 66 Bridge in 
Tulsa. Nearby Ollic's 
Station Restaur, int b the 
perfea stop for lunch. 


11 

In Eristow, bucking 
bioncos will hmle it out 
at the IPRA Rodeo at 
the AU 5pom GompL-x. 
Activities inckuie 
ric-down raping and 
cowglH barrel radng. 

H p.m, 

18 

Ltxiklng for the perfect 
antiqiKT? Visit Atiii(|uc 
Alley' in Stioud and 
peruse wooden bam 
furniture, old radios, 
and more. 


25 

Coco Puffs aren't the 
only thing [leople 
aie goitig ku-luj for. 

The BuHalo Burger 
atWayknI$Ku-Ku 
Burger In Miami hr^ 
visitors coming hack for 
more. S3- 13- 


A 19 

lake a cruise down 
Nonhwest Twenty-third 
Street in Oklahoma 
City. Ihis Ibmicr areidi 
of Route 66 is goii'^ 
thiKHigh lenovatiatis, 
especially the Historic 
Tower Tlicatcr, 

26 

Bless my brisket! Meat 
masters wi II compCEt i n 
the barbecue cook-off 
during the fiinadian 
Cknimy Free Fair in El 
Reno. The lair also in- 
clkides a carnival. 6 p.m. 
Tliroug|i August 26. 


31 ► 

IxxJing nutty? Try the 
Hunters Mix Irom 
Johnson’s I^onui Com- 
pany in Hydro. It's a 
medley of peanuts, 
sesa me seeds, 
and mure. 

SE.Sf). 


August Cafe 


By Sherri Greenwood 
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Fi^*^tier 

Country 



FRONTIER COUNTRY 


1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department, 


OKLfltlOttfl 

tIflllVt fWECICff 


1-800 -G52-6552 




Viiil or meef in... 

STILLWATER 


ConvantJon and Visitors Bureau 





i 1 ' 

Two GiaitJcinen of Veroiui 
June 15-July 9 







Titus Andronims 
July 13-August 6 




The Ihniing of the Shrew 
Aimusi 1 0-September 5 


Oklahoma Shakespeare in <he Park 
8 p.m. Thur,-Sun., Plunkett Park 
Universit)' orCcntral Oklahoma 
(405) 340-1222 

www«okJ ahomashakes pearc.co m 



2401 Chauiauqaa Avenue Norman^ OK 73072-7029 
n"uw,snoiiiiiti.ou.cdu (405) 325-4712 


OVER! Through August 20 




test A 


' -f. il«i» cihttwTbJi wjs uaied hy 7I)f hdd Miucum. 

' tj > aiiii (Hjdc iLjutugb the ggcncimlty 

P upp«' cf McTJonalciV Cofpgfitliim 

'1!» I'tinetwy nf i TUilbHiu h (tfifioftiriiiiy iiBlifMliiw. 4-»i. 


Invitational Art Exhibition and Sale 
Through September 10, 2006 



Tu>o Coups by Mutfin Gr^c 
2005 Pri.x de Wm! i^UrcbaseAimrd 


Presenting an exciting 
exhibition of the finest 
contemporary Western 
art in the nation — 310 
works from 96 artists 
Com memora t i ve 
Exhibition Catalog 
available through 
The Museum Store, 
ext, 268* 

MAJOR SPONSORS 
06E Enengy Corp, 

Chubb Group of Insurance Cos. 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 


MUSEUM 



1-44. ExinZSB or 129 
1700 NE 63rd Street 
Oklahoma City. OK 731 11 
(4051470-2250 

www.natiooatcowboymyseum.org 


Museum Support by D«vm Energy Corporalicn. 
Mustang Fuel Corpor^tiofi and Chesapeake Energy Corporatien 



STILLWATER OK 

ESKIMOJOES.COM ■ 1-800-256-J0ES 











GREAT PLAINS COUNTRY 

l-SGS^GPC-OKLA • www.greatplainscountry.com 

Produc&d in cooperation with the Okiahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 



• Browse an arts & crafts 

RETAIL SHOP 

• View traveling or 

PERMANENT EXHIBITS 

• Learn about the Cheyenne 

• Read about Route 66 con- 

STRUCTION ON THE ChEYENNE 

Indian Allotments of Soar 
Woman and Red Wheat 



2250 Northeast Route 66 
Clinton, OK 
(580) 323^224 


V 

■\^otlAoLy 

Elk City 
Holidome 

151 Rooms 
Meeting Space for 300 
Free Locai Calls 
Free In-Room Coffee 
Indoor Swimming Pool 
Whirlpool & Sauna 
Steam Room & Fitness Room 
Game Room & Shuffleboard 
9-Hoie Miniature Golf Course 
Ping-Pong & Payzone Club 
Gazebo Restaurant 

Toll Free Reservations: 

1 - 800 -HOLIDAY 

1-40 & Hwy. 6 
Elk City, OK 73644 
(580) 225-6637 

Bob and Anna 
Weicome You! 



Original Route 66 


Experience the longest 
stretch of The Mother 
Road in Oklahoma. 

Visit Historic 

Hydro! 

(918) 663-2531 



A Wri^^da^oma Resort 

r 


•“ft." 




Get Away to 
Clinton! 



Home of the Oklahoma 
Route 66 Museum. 


Cfttiton Chamber of Commerce 


580023^2222 
WWW cl into n ok . org 



2006 Travel Guidel 


Great Times in 


Southwest Oklahoma's 


Great Plains Country 


h866-GPC-OKLA 


greatplainscountry.com 





Museums 

Parks 

Lakes 

Restaurants 

Theatre 

Golf 

Unique Shops 
Centennial Carousel 




(800) 280*0207 

www.elkcitychambe r. com 


Visit 


Elk City! 

Home of the National 
Route 66 Museum. 


Whether you need a 
place to stay or a place 
to playj Elk City has 
everything you need. 


WWW. elkcity . com 






Green Country. 




3 


GREEN COUNTRY 


800-922-2118 * GreenCountryOK.com 

Produced in cooperctthn with the Okiahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 


OKLmOAfl 
miivf flrtfcicfr 


800-652-6552 




Lioes? D'isrowcny 

'ftfnn 

June 24 - August 27, 2006 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
April 29 - May 28 
Annual Trail of Tears Art 
Show & Sale 

May 20 

Cherokee Heritage Gospel 
Sing and Hog Fry 

June 5 - Aug. 20 
The John Ross Exhibit 

Cherokee Heritage Center 
21192 S. Keeler Drive 
Park Hill, OK 74451 
1-888-999-6007 
CherokeeHeritage.org 


CHEROKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 


Tahlequah, OK 


Experience Cherokee traditions and culture 
through an unforgettable, interpretive 
experience at the Cherokee Heritage Center. 

• Cherokee National Museum 

• Ancient Village 

• Trail of Tears Exhibit 

• Adams Comer Rural Village 

• Shopping 

• Cherokee Family Research Center 

Visit Cherokee Heritage Center today. It’s the 
perfect sp>ot to discover a true representation 
of Cherokee life. 

■sk. 


Open daily lO to & p,m, 
1400 North Gikrease Museum Road 

Cj I L(Z K E A SE Oklahoma 74U 7-21 oo 

Tht- Museum ofi he Americas hdtetSi 556J400 • WWW.gilcrease.org 


Witbur Leverett Caieno, M/ssoufi ca. 1931 
Thorns Hart Benion 





“No other city anywhere in the world has the Route 66 assets we have.' 

— *s Vision 2025 Route 66 Master Plan 



Where Are You? 



Do you 

recognize 

this 

bridge*? 


This Tulsa crossing bridges future with past. 


Three winners of the contest will receive an OkJahoma Today T-shirt. Mail 
entries, including name and toum, Oklahoma Today, ” Where Are YouTt 120 
North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma Ci^ OK 73102, or send responses to 
ivhereaYeyau@oklahomatoday.com no later than July 17, 2006. The Runnymede 
Hotel in Alva was the May! June 2006 answen Winners are Callme Leatherman 
of Alva; Audrey C Rider of Enid atid Marlene Marley of Mesa, Arizona. 


Wi 


iAT*S OLD, NEW, concrece, and true blue? The 
renovation and enhancement of this downtown 
Tulsa bridge is one of twenty Vision 2025 Route 66 
projects. With $15 million in their cofFers, the city's 
Design Recommendation Committee has planned 
construction of new plaxas on either side of the bridge, a bronze sculpture, 
a skywalk, and an interpretive center about life on Route 66. Tlie program, 
intended to be a catalyst for public and private investment along Route 66, 
breaks ground in 2007. What is the name of this bridge and to whom 
was it dedicated by the Tulsa City Council in 2004? 

— Louisa McCune-Elmore 



Tulsa is considered by many 
to be the true heart of Route 
Cyrus Avery, a longtime 
resident of the city, was 
charged with the creation of 
the famed highway and f$ 
often considered the lather of 
the Mother Road.' 
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nee upon a time, 


* 


there was a big pile of laundry. 


she said to her child, holding up a red shirt. Red! 


Whites went in another pile. Green like a frog! 
White like ice cream! And so it went. Colors, whites. 
Colors, whites. And on the very last thing — a bib 
of blue — the child pointed to the colors pile. You 
should’ve seen the smile on mommy’s face. 



The pile was made 
up of all different 
colors. A mommy 
decided she would 


play a game. Red/ 


the child said. Mommy put it in the colors pile. 


Everyday moments can become learning moments. Because learning starts long 
before school does. So tell stories. Count the groceries, identify colors. Even a chore 
with your child will become much more. Find out more at bornlearning.org . 





WeVe on the right track 


All Aboard the Heartland Flyer. 

Ride the rails this summer! Join Heartland Flyer on July 1 5 ^ 
and take part in the National Park Service’s Trails & Rails 
Program. And celebrate the season with a tropical flair 
on July 22 as Heartland Flyer hosts a traveling beach party. 


HEARTLAND 

nvEi^ 


Oklahoha^s Passencea Rail Connection 1 


1-800-USA-RAIL 
Heart! andFlyer.com 



